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county, Pennsylvania,—all protesting against any interfer- 
ence with the tariff of 1842. : 
By Mr. WETHERED: A memorial from A. E. Walker 
gud one hundred and fifty others, citizens of the neighbor- 
of Eilicotw’s Mills, Maryland, remonstrating against 
any change in the present tariff law. 





IN SENATE. 
Fripay, “pril 5, 1844. 


Mr. BAYARD presented a memorial from | 


| 


} 


Richard A. Galpin, praying that an examination | 


may be made of a plan prepared by him for the | 


construction of adry-dock. The petitioner de- 
sires that there should be an official report upon 
it. The merit of the plan consists in dispensing 
with the expensive process of piling. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. SEMPLE presented a memorial from the 


Mayor and aldermen of the city of Nauvoo, in | 


Hancock county, Illinois, praying that the pow- 
ersand privileges of a territorial government may 
be extended to that city; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also,a petition from three thousand four hun- 
dred and nineteen citizens of Hancock county, 
Illinois, setting forth various grievances to which 
they have been subjected, and praying that Con- 
gress may grant to them such relief as they think 


the Judiciary. 


Mr. BREESE presented the memorial of Pierre | 


Choteau, jr., Louis Menard, and others, of St. 


Louis, praying for the confirmation of a tract of || 


land in lowa, known as the Dubuque claim, 
granted by the Baron de Carondelet in 1796; which 
was referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Mr. PEARCE presented a memorial from 
Greenbury Griffin, praying compensation for a 
schooner captured by the Britisb during the late 
war, while employed in the Government service; 


Also, a memorial from three hundred employ- 
ers and journeymen tailors in the city of Balti- 
more, praying Congress not to reduce the duty 
on imported ready-made clothing; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, resolutions of the Legislature of Mary- 
land, urging upon Congress the propriety of 
making the bridges over the Eastern branch of 
the Potomac free bridges; which were referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Also, resolutions of the Legislature of Mary- 
land, proposing further legislation for the secu- 
rity of masters whose slaves have escaped, or 
may escape, from their service; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. UPHAM presented a remonstrance signed 
bya great number of the citizens of Troy, Or- 
leans county, Vermont, solemnly protesting 
against the annexation of Texas, by treaty or 
any other mode, to the United States, as danger- 
ous to the perpetuity of the Union; also, a peti- 
tion, signed by a number of citizens of Hen- 
drick, Vermont, of a like import; which were 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


Mr. BUCHANAN prveent fifteen memorials | 


from different parts of the State of Pennsylvania, 
very numerously signed, asking that no change 
may be made in the existing tariff, unless it was 
demonstrated by ascertained facts that such 
change was necessary; which were referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

Also, a memorial signed by Tobias Harper 
Michell, of Waterford, Erie county, Pennsyl- 
vania, imploring Congress ‘‘ that it will not, in 
any consideration, assent to the Federal annexa- 
ion of the Republic of Texas with our United 

tates;’’ which was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

Mr. PHELPS presented a memorial, signed 
ya large number of citizens of Crown Point, 
founty of Essex, New York, remonstrating, in 

most decided terms, against any alteration in 
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the existing tariff; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN asked and obtained leave 
to offer a petition from seven or eight gentlemen, 
captains of military companies in the District of 


Columbia, asking for a law to authorize those | 


companies to be incorporated. He supposed it 

ought to be referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Mr. KING suggested that the reference should 

be to the Committee on the Militia. This wasa 

| committee raised purposely to take charge of a 

particular subject. He was anxious to give that 

committee an opportunity—the only one they had 
as yet—of acting. 

The question was taken on the original mo- 
tion; and the petition was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. WHITE presented a memorial from the 
Indian Missionary Association of Louisville, ask- 
ing an appropriation for ameliorating the condi- 
tion of the Indians; and that such portion of the 
Indians as were settled and in a civilized condition 
should be allowed to send representatives or del- 
egates to Congress. 
the memorial to the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
and that the memorial be printed. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee 


: ) || on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
proper; Which was referred to the Committee on || 


Mr. HANNEGAN presented a document, be- 
| ing a statement of the facts in relation to a land 
| warrant held by Colonel William Scott, and ac- 
companied by a prayer that the warrant may be 
located under the act of 1816; which was referred 
| to the Committee on Public Lands. 


1 GEORGE HARRISON. 
|| Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Claims, 


, to which was recommitted their adverse report on 
| the petition of George Harrison, for commissions 
on certain disbursements, made another report 
adverse to the prayer of the petition; which was 


: : 3 || ordered to lie on the table. 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 


Several adverse reports of standing committees 
| on private claims were taken up, and concurred 
in by the Senate. 


1} WAREHAM KINGSLEY. 





| to the United States under contract, was taken up 
| and adopted. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. EVANS submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which, under the rule, lies one day on the 
| table: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
| quested to communicate to the Senate, if, in his opinion, 


from her Britannic Majesty’s Government, either through 
her Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, or 
through the American Minister to that Court, indicating the 
purposes of that Government, or its disposition, or its want 


affairs of Texas, or form any political connection with that 
republic, together with copies of all answers to such com- 
| munications. 


Mr. SEMPLE submitted the following resolu- 


tion; which, under the rule, lies one day on the 
table: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to the Senate all such information 
? (the publication of which will not be prejudicial to the pub- 
| lie service) as will show the situation of the claims of the 
| citizens of the United States against the late Republic of 

Columbia; whether there is any prospect of a settiement of 








to adopt measures for the speedy assertion of the just rights 
| of the claimants. 


PAY OF THE ARMY. 
| The bill from the House regulating the pay of 
| the Army of the United States and for other pur- 
poses, was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

INDEMNITY TOOFFICERS AND SEAMEN. 


On motion of Mr. BAYARD, the previous or- 
ders of the day were postponed, and the Senate 








of parpose or disposition to interfere in any way with the | 





He moved the reference of || 


The resolution reported from the Committee on || 
Claims, referring to the Secretary of the Treasury, | 
with a view of eliciting information relative there- || 
to, the application of Wareham Kingsley for the |t 
payment of a sum of money for furnishing stone | 


compatible with the public interest, copies of all communi: || 
cations received since the last adjournment of Cengress | 


| 
} 
‘ 


| 
| 


| 


the same; and whether it is or is not necessary for Congress || 


| 


| 
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| . 

| took up for consideration the bill supplementary 
to the act entitled **An act to regulate the pay ef 

| the Navy of the United Siates,’’ as follows: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and Howse of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembied, That 
sO much of the first section of the act entitled “ An act 
to regulate the pay of the Navy,” approved the 3d of 
March, 1835, as provides that officers temporarily performing 
the duties belonging to those of ahigher grade shall receive 
the compensation allowed to such higher grade while actu- 
| ally so employed, and also the twelfth section of the act en- 
| titled **An act to regulate the pay of pursers and other offi- 
| cers of the Navy,” approved August 26, 1842, be, and the 

same are hereby, repealed. 

Sec. 2. dnd be it further enaeted, That whenever any 
ship or vessel of the United States shall be lost, by ship- 
wreek or otherwise, an allowance shall be made to the offi. 
cers and crew of such ship, for losses sustained hy them, 
according to such seale and under such reguiations as shall 
be established ty the Navy Department: Provided, Phat 
the entire allowance to each individual,in the respective 
grades, shall not exceed the following sums, to wit: the sum 
of $800 to a captain ; the sum of B6u0 to a commander ; the 
sum of $500 to a lieutenant commanding; the sum of $350 
to a lieutenant, surgeon, assistant surgeon, purser, captain 
or lieutenant of marines, chaplain, protessor of mathemat- 

| ies, secretary to commander of squadron, or sailing master ; 

| the sum of $200 to a passed midshipman, master’s mate, 
midshipman, or clerk; the sum of $100 to a boatswain, 

| gunner, sailmaker, or carpenter; the sum of twenty-five 

| dollars to any petty officer, sergeant, or corporal of marines ; 
the sum of twenty dollars to a seamat or marine ; and the 

| sum of fifteen doilarstoe a boy: And provided further, That 
by the sentence of a court-martial, whieh shall be held te 
inquire into the loss of such ship or vessel, no blame shall 
attach to the applicant. 

Sec. 3. and he it further enacted, That the provision of 

| the second section of the act to which this is a supplement, 
which allows ten cents per mile for traveling expenses, 
shall be deemed and taken to apply only to traveling when 

| under orders, within the limits of the United States; and in 

; all other cases of traveling, when under orders, in a toreign 
country, or of officers going upon or returning trom foreign 
service, When under orders, or returning upon sick ticket, 
when in either case they cannot obtain passage in a public 
vessel, the actual and necessary traveling expenses, Or the 
usual and necessary passage money actually paid, shall be 
allowed, under such regulations as shall be established by 
the Navy Department. 

Sec. 4. nd be it further enacted, That the officers and 
crew of the United States steam ship Missouri, and the of- 
ficers and crew of the United States sloop of war Pencoek, 
shall be entitled to the benefit of the provisions contained 


in the second section of this act. 

On motion of Mr. BAYARD, the proviso to 
the second section was amended by striking out, 
after the word * surgeon,”’ the words * assistant 
surgeon,’’ and to insert those words in the same 
proviso, after the words ‘* passed midshipman;”’ 
and to substitute for ** seaman,’’ in the same pro- 
viso, the words ‘“‘ ordinary seamen, landsmen, 
musicians;’’ and also substitute $150 for $100, as 
the allowance to the boatswain, gunner, sail- 
maker, or carpenter. 

Mr. TAPPAN remarked, that, by the fourth 
section of the bill, he found provision was made for 
the officers and crew of the sloop-of-war Peacock 
—that is, that the benefits of the second section 
of the bill were conferred upon them. The last 
proviso of the second section required that there 
shall be a court-martial to decide whether, in the 
| loss of such ship or vessel, no blame attaches to 
| the applicant for the benefits of that section. It 
| was evident that the loss of the Peacock was one 
| (according to the known facts) of such a charac- 
| ter that, by no possibility, could blame attach to 
| those on Boe! that vessel. To avoid any diffi- 


culty, therefore, to those on board that vessel in 
the attainment of the benefits of the second sec- 
tion, he suggested to the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs the propriety of striking 
out that part requiring a court-martial to decide 
on the applications. 

Mr. BAYARD remarked that this was a gen- 
eral bill, and it was proper that provision should 
be made for a court-martial. If it was the eo 
lated case of the Peacock, sucha provision might 
not be necesssary. The fourth section, how- 
ever, provided that the crew of the Peacock shall 
be entitled to the benefits of the second section, 
There was nothing in it which made it imperative 
| that applications of those on board that vessel 
should be decided by a court-martial. If the Sen- 
ator from Ohio, however, desired it, he could 
move an amendment, making the last provise to 
| the second section inapplicable to the crew of the 
Peacock. 
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Mr. TAPPAN preferred that the chairman of 
the Naval Committee (Mr. Bavarn] should make 
the amendment. 

Mr. BAYARD remarked that he would rather 
not meke any such amendinent. It would be in 
the power of the Secretary to order a court-mar- 
tin! or not, in his discretion, It would cost the 
officers and crew of the Peacock nothing to sub- 
} ct their conduct to the investigation of a court- 
martial. It was necessary to preserve that con- 
dition a8 & general provision. it was sound, he 
believed, as ageneral provision There was some 
diversity of opinion, at any cate, as to the loss of 
that vessel; and to subject those on board to the 
conditions of a court-martial, would enurely ex- 
empt them from blame, if they were blameless. 

Mr. ‘TAPPAN remarked that there were those 
on board the Peacock who !ost valuable libraries, 
who should be entitied to some relief for such 
loss—as much so as the officers and seamen. If 

rovision was made for the losses of any on board, 
itshould be made also for those cases. There 
was no law at present which compelled the Sec- 
retary to order a court-martial; but the practice 
had been, he believed, where there was any doubt, 
to make such an order. When there was no doubt 
in the mind of that officer, not only that those con- 
cerned were entirely free from blame, but used 
exertion to prevent the loss of that vessel, no 
court ought to be insututed. ‘Those on board 
that vessel had been already exculpated; it would 
therefore be incurring a useless expense to the 
Government to orderacourt martial. He thought 
Mm was wrong to require the head of the Depart- 
ment, against his own judgment, to order one. 
He euggested these things to the chairman of the 
Naval Committee. He had no disposition to in- 
terfere with the bill; but he believed it was but 
just that some provisions should be made for the 
lasoes of the scientific men. 

Mr. BAYARD had no objection that the sci- 
entific men shouid be provided for. ‘This was, 
however, a general bill, prospective in its nature, 
and special cases of that character could not well 
be provided for. Provision could be made in a 
separate bill for the scientific men. The second 
section of the bill expressly provides that the 
officers and crew shall be entitled to the benefits 
of acourt-martial—not that there must be a court- 
martial. ‘This general provision was introduced 
by the advice of a high and experienced naval 
officer. He sent the bill to Commodore Morris, 
and the amendments he sent to the chair were 
suggested Ly him. The general texture and char- 
acter of the Lill met hisapprobation, and the pro- 
vision for the court-martial especially. ‘That 
provision would preventany charge of favoritism 

Mr. ALLEN had his doubts whether it was 
better to pass a general law of this character, or 
to legislate for special cases as they rose. He 
suggested to the chairman of the Naval Commit- 
tee, Whether 1t would not be more advisable, 
where losses of this character occurred, to pass 
laws founded upon the particular circumstances 
of the case. Mr. A. then alluded to the great 
distance those vessels of war were from the Uni- 
ted States in many cases, and the mode in which 
the crews are governed—who, he said, were sub- 


a 





jected to the will of one man—to show how im- | 


portant it was that Congress should be discreet 


in its legislation, and do no act which might be | 


an inducement for those officers to become negli- | 
gent, or to be less vigilant than they were. All | 
possible inducements should be, on the other 
hand, applied to make them vigilant, and regard- | 
ful of the setety of the vessel, and the property | 
of the Government, and the prosperity of those 
on board. 
This bill contained a principle of insurance in 
favor of commanders of vessels against the risks | 
of the ocean. He suggested, whether it would | 
not have a-better effect on the service to withdraw | 
all those considerations of indemnity which might | 
have an influence on the minds of the officers. | 
He was willing to concede, that in cases of losses | 
by shipwreck, or otherwise, where no blame could | 
attach to the officers or crew, those sustaining 
the loss should be indemnified to a particular ex- 
tent. Suppose a vessel was lost by negligence: | 
by this law, every man on board, except the sail- 
ing-master, would be entitled to compensation for | 
losses. In the case of the loss of a ship under | 
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on board, it was pro 

| demnified for losses; but he had strong doubts of 

| the propriety of the policy of the Government to 
enter into a general insurance of all the property 
of all the officers intrusted to the command of our 
vessels. He believed such a policy would have 
a tendency to relax that exquisite vigilance which 
commanders in the Navy should have. Each 
case, as it occurred, should stand on its own pe- 
cular circumstances. Congress should indemnify 
as losses occur, and not hold out a reward in 
advance. 

Mr. WOODBURY said he supposed the chair- 
man of the Naval Gemmittee was anxious to 
settle the details of the bill, before discussing its 
general principles. He would, therefore, make 
no remarks at this time on the latter; but would 
take the liberty to inquire, as to the former, 
whether the present provisions were intended to 
extend relief to any cases where the officers and 
crew, or a large part of them, were lost with the 
vessel? If they did not,as seemed to be the im- 

, port of the language used, why omit to provide 
for such cases by a general bill, and provide for 
those cases where only the vessel is lost? Special 
provision in every case could be made, to be sure, 
in either class; but it was difficult to see why 
there ought hot to be a general provision in one 
class as well as the other. [It was no answer to 
this that pensions might exist, in case of death 
—allowed to a widow or children for the loss of 
husband and father; because there was a loss of 
private property in both cases, and usually a 
greater loss, when both crew anc vessel perished ; 
and the suggestion was, whether this loss of 
property ought not, in some degree to be made 
up, in wrecks like the Grampus and Sea Gull, no 


less than in those like the Missouri and Peacock | 


|, —and made up to the heirs or near relatives of 
the deceased, as well as in the other cases to the 
officers and men surviving; and if, in one class 
of cases, you do it by a general, permanent law, 
why not do it in the same way in the other 
class ? 

Mr. BAYARD was understood to remark that 
there could be but two classes—the widows and 
children of those lost on board; and the pension 
law already provided for those two classes. 

Mr BAYARD admitted that there was some 
force in the observation of the Senator from Ohio; 
but with regard to the apprehensions ke enter- 

+ tamed, the best guide which we can have is the 
experience of the British Government, which has 
a standing provision for cases of this kind in its 
naval laws. It is not designed to indemnify in- 
dividuals on board our Navy for all their losses, 

|, in cases of shipwreck or accident; but, in partic- 
ular cases, to make some provision for them. 

| Theirexertions in emergencies, such as accidents 
at sea, are all directed to the preservation of the 
public property; for the discipline of the service 
necessarily demands their whole attention to that 
end. Now, they can give so little care to their 
own personal property, that it often happens tie 
officers and men escape barely with their lives, 
in the clothes they wear. It was not intended by 
this bill to indemnify them for the loss of prop- 
erty they actually sustained in such cases, but to 
make some provision in part for their loss, and 
to a very limited extent. 

Mr. CHOATE rose only to express a hope that 
the chairman of the Naval Committee wouid not 
press a bill so novel and important beyond the 
stage of amendment, without time for due delib- 
eration. tle was in favor of the general princi- 
ples of the bill, and adverse to the view taken 
of the subject by the Senator from Ohio. He 
was in hopes that Senator would, upon reflection, 
exercise his better feelings, and give the bill his 
support. Mr. C. referred to such cases as that 
of the loss of the Missouri and Grampus. He 
instanced the care taken of even the common 
sailors by the British Jaws in such events, and the 
influence it had on the naval service of Great 
Britain. He had risen merely to say that he had 

| been taken by surprise, the bill being unexpect- 
edly called up to-day+the Senate, he conceived, 
being hardly prepared to proceed with it. 

Mr. ALLEN asked if he understood the chair- 


man of the Naval Committee to say there was a | 


law of this kind already on the statute-book ? 
Mr. BAYARD replied that he had referred to 


r that they should be in- design of the provisions in this b 
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in reference to the scale adopted for 
| the allowances to each individual, according ti 
| his standing in the service. With regard tothe 
survivors of those lost by accidents at sea aon 
are provided for in the pension laws. A widow 
has a pension for five years, and the children 
| also suitably provided for. 
| »Mr. ALLEN inguired if any INCONVeENIenea 
had been found for the last forty years . 
ing each case as it arose to be legislated 
individual merits? 

Mr. BAYARD replied that the inconvenienes 
would always be felt in having to legislate Sepa. 
rately upon cases which came under a gene;a| 
class, and could just as well be legislated for by 
/a general law, if not better, because method and 
| system would be established, by which ther 
would be less risk of inequality in the adjudica. 
tion of cases. 
| Mr. ALLEN observed that still there was forty 
| years’ experience against any necessity for this 
| bill, and just so long experience in favor of hig 
| suggestion, which was, that each case of this 
‘kind should stand upon its own merits. The 
| Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Cuoate) had 
said that he hoped he would consider this scheme 
/ with a better feeling. He had no feeling Upon 

matters of this sort, other than a feeling of right 
and justice towards the sufferers, and policy and 
propriety as regarded the legislation of Congress, 
With regard to the matter of equity in indemni- 
fying these persons for their losses, to a certain 
extent, he concurred with the Senators who had 
‘taken that side. He held that, when a case of 
this kind was presented, and the proof sustained 
| the allegation that the claimant was an innocent 
sufferer, the Government should in justice make 
up to the sufferers the tosses which they had sus- 
tained. He differed from them only in the prop. 
osition which they now made, to pass a general 
jaw to meet all accidents. It wasacontradiction 
in nature to systematize accidents. He could not 
_conceive the propriety of incorporating in the 
‘laws of the country a provision that, when an 
' accident occurs, this, that, or the other should be 
done by the Government. It was contrary toall 
the policy and principles of this Government, 
from its foundation up. Hew was it when a 
keeper of public money became a loser of that 
money, by fire or otherwise ? He came to Con- 
gress to relieve him from his obligations to pay 
the money. Upon the principles laid down in 
this bill, the person having charge of this money 
| should not be responsible to the Government for 
| the loss of it; but a law in the statute-baok held 
| him accountable, as all persons intrusted with the 
‘| property of the Government, or in the public ser- 
| vice, ought to be. When an event occurred out 
| of the ordinary course of things, it was special 
‘legislation that was wanted, nota general law. 
He did not want a general law--a law made for 
} 
i 
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graduating 
5 


are 


’ in leay. 
for on its 


accidents—a law made to embrace all the extraor- 
dinary and unforeseen catastrophes which might 
occur or might not occur. No; it was not the 
business of a general law; it was not the policy 
|| of the Government to incorporate the great chap- 
/ter of accidents in its general legislation. Let 
‘| each case stand upon its own particular circum- 
| stances and foundation. There might be cases 
(and he could name one that occurred during the 
late war) where the officers and sailors stood 
| upon the decks of the vessel and fought for their 
| country to the last hour, and went down fighting 
| for its defense. 
| Should the friends and relations of brave men 
of this kind, be indemnified on the same fooung 
with those in another case who were carousing 
on shore when the ship was literally taken by sur- 
| prise and lost, when, by proper care and precaution, 
| she might have been saved? But yet, the court 
| martial might say there was no negligence! He 
‘| held, therefore, that even in cases where the loss 
| might be occasioned by accident, a general law to 
apply to all cases, whether owing to negligence 
or to unavoidable circumstances, would be un- 
just; inasmuch as it would make no discrimination 
| between those who were culpable and those who 
_ were really entitled to relief. Let gentlemen take 
some instances in the late war, like that which he 
had named, and put those men on a level with the 
| men in the Missouri, when she was lost at Gibral- 


circumstances which forbade the presumption | a general law of 1800—not that it was exactly || tar; when the commander was not on board the 
that there was any fault to be attached to those |i applicable to these cases. Mr. B. explained the |! shipatthetime oftheaccident. Were their losses to 
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seprovided for by thesame rule? No! He would 


got put men who had fought in defense of their 
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of delaying action upon any business before this law, a court of inquiry, or court-martial, would, 


body, nor was he now desirous to do so. He | 


oantey > while there was an inch of the vessel || should be glad, however, if Senators interested 
shove water, and who sank in sustaining their | in this bill would suffer it to lie over until to- 
,on a footing with men who were out dining '| morrow; and he had no doubt there were many 


ghen the loss might have been prevented. But 


vot of the incongruity of making a general law 
10 provide for accidents occurring under cireum- 
gances entirely different from each other in their 
gature and origin. In certain cases there might 
jesome slight degree of negligence—not sufficient 
w deprive the party culpable from the benefit of 
his act; in others, greater or less negligence. 
There were various degrees of negligence, as there 


yere degrees of merit; and the particular circum- | 
yances of each case ought to be known, in order | 


enable the Government to meet them ina man- 
yer corresponding with the circumstances under 
yhich the accident occurred. This bill made no 
jiscrimination. All kinds of ships lost at sea 
yere put in precisely the same condition. It was 
sgeneral law to meet accidents as different as one 
hing could be from another; and he declared 
win, that he was opposed to it, not as being a 
geasure for the relief of these men, but as a gen- 
eal indiscriminate law. 


He repeated that we had had forty years’ ex- | 
perience against the necessity fora general law of | 


his kind, and forty years’ experience in favor of 


special legislation to meet particular cases. He | 


was very willing to make a proper compensation 
tothe unfortunate sufferers of the Missouri; but 


itshould be commensurate with the circumstances | 
under which the vessel was lost. Compensation | 
predicated on the peculiar circumstances of the | 


ease would be just and proper; but by a general 
jaw, putting all cases on the same footing, strict 


jusuce could not be done. There was a difference | 
in the circumstances of all such cases; and a gen- | 


eral law to meet all seemed to him the worst pos- 
sible. It was bad policy in the Government to 
establish, by this system of legislation, a kind of 


gurantee that all officers and men shall be indem- | 


nied for any losses they may sustain. It offered 


strong inducements to them to risk thesé losses. | 


Besides, it was partial legislation. There was too 
great a discrimination made between the officers 
and the men. If there was any inequality at all, 
the sailors should get more than the officers; for 
the sailors were obedient to the will of the officers, 


and the loss of a vessel could, in few cases, be || 
attributed to them. Seldom, indeed, was there a | 
ship lost by the negligence of the sailors. The | 
oficers got the pay; indeed, all the power; and | 
yetthe sailors, who were exposed to the most | 


dangerous and laborious duties, were allowed but 
twenty dollars in case of the loss of a ship, while 
the captain got $800. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he was not aware, 
unul the Senator from Delaware [Mr. Bayarp] 
called this bill up, that there was-any such bill 
upon file. This was his own fault, to be sure— 


not the Senator’s. Of the first section of the bill || 
he most highly approved; and he really—after || 
giving all the attention and reflection he could to | 


the arguments on both sides—did not know him- 
slfhow he should vote. [t was agreed by all who 
had spoken on the subject, that if a vessel be lost 
without negligence of duty, or want of sufficient 
exertion to preserve her on the part of the officers 


and seamen, they ought to be indemnified for the | 


losses they individually sustained. No Govern- 
ment ought to hesitate a moment, if, by any un- 


avoidable accident, these officers and seamen sus- | 


tained a loss, to make that loss good. But there 
was a very important question involved here. 
Ought Congress to reserve to itself the power, 
tnd impose upon itself the duty, of investigating 
all the circumstances of such accidents, or dele- 
gate that power elsewhere ? 

nvestigation was not only necessary, in order 
‘0 ascertain the actual amount of losses sustained, 
ut to fix upon the amount of compensation. 
Ought Congress to take upon itself this duty, or 
ought it to refer it exclusively to the Navy De- 
poement; under the law provided for by this bill? 

his was avery important question. He was 
hot aware before—though that was of little con- 
Sequence—that such a law existed in any other 
ect hi He was now enlightened on that sub- 
ject. He did not, however, conceive that the 
‘nate, at this moment, was ready to decide upon 
‘8 principle. For one, he was not in the habit 


; bill put them all on a level; which was one | 








} 
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| thought necessary, in which loss in the public 


Senators around him who would be gratified by 
that disposition of it. 
Mr. BAYARD said he was quite disposed to 
let the matter lie over. He would merely remark, 
in answer to the observations of the two Senators 
who had spoken last, that the whole thing re- 
sulted in this: whether special legislation would 
not be better than general legislation. Now, this 
was only coming back tothe same thing. Instead 
of Congress, each time that a case occurs, having 
to legislate for that isolated case, this bill pro- 
poses a general rule, and a general scale, fixinga 
maximum, and requiring the same care and in- , 
vestigation which would be necessary in cases Of 
special legislation. A general rule is to be estab- 
lished, and it is to be applied according to a gen- 
eral regulation of the Department which is prop- 


| erly charged with the naval service. A court- 
| martial is to be appointed for the investigation of 
each case. What more could be done in special 


cases? He did not, however, mean at present to 
go further into the merits of the bill; he would 
content himself with moving to postpone the sub- 
ject till to-morrow. 

Mr. ALLEN remarked that experience as to 
general laws had not been heretofore so favorable 


| as to be recommendatory of this bill. How many 


general laws are there in which such large discre- 
tions are left to Departments of the Government, 
that, day after day, applications have to come 
before Congress for special legislation ? 

Mr. BAYARD said that was no more than 
what happened in relation to all general laws. 
People who conceived the general law did not 
reach their cases, very naturally laid them before 
Congress. 

Mr. ALLEN, incontinuation, observed that then 
it would result in this: that the whole subject- 
matter of their complaints was to be left at the dis- 
cretion of individuals, subject to the passions of 
men, for Congress would refer complainants back 
to the general law, which leaves them at the 
mercy of the Department; and applications might 
be rejected which the parties making them might 
wish to place before Congress. But this general! 
law was to refer their cases to a Department spe- 
cially charged with deciding them. Congress 
would, by its own general law, be excluded from 
legislating upon them at all, no matter how meri- 
torious. Jt wasa part of the public service which | 
ought not to be excluded from the legislation of 
Congress in all cases. Congress is the great in- 
quest of the country, appointed by the people to | 


| investigate abuses in the administration of the | 


Government; and it was proper it should retain 
the right of investigating each individual case, if 


service occurs. ‘This bill was nothing more than 
a transfer of the power of making appropriations, 
in certain cases, from Congress to the head of the | 
Navy Department. He was opposed to the bill, but 
not opposed to the actual sufferers. He wished to 
reserve the power of investigating who is the real, 
the innocent sufferer. The people should have 
the fullest information in such cases. The Mis- 
souri had been burned up at the rock of Gibral- | 
tar; but what did the people know about the mat- 
ter? All they actually knew was, that half a mil- 
lion of their money was lost in a few hours. A | 
court-martial, he understood, had decided that | 
there was no negligence in thatcase. Perhaps it 
was 80; but the people should be satisfied of that. 
If it was to be investigated under a general law, 
what would the people ever know of the real 
merits of the case? But if it was a case brought 
under special legislation, Congress would have | 
the power of satisfying the people that no com- | 
pensation was given, unless to individuals who | 


| were proved to be innocent sufferers—not suffer- | 


ers by their own negligence. 

Mr. PEARCE rose to correct a misconception | 
of the Senator from Ohio, as to the court-martial 
having been held in the case of the Missouri. It | 
was not so; but an investigation is shortly to take 
place before a court of inquiry. It will be in 
open court. Newspaper reporters will be present, 
and all the testimony will be fully spread before | 
the public. 


ee 


in every case, have to be held; and the proceed- 
ings would be public, and would, undoubtedly, 
be published by the newspapers. 

The bill was then postponed till to-morrow, 


ST. LOUIS HARBOR. 


Mr. SEMPLE moved to take up the report 
lying on the table relative to the survey of the 
harbor of St. Louis, with a view of ordering it to 
be printed, 

Mr. MOREHEAD moved an amendment, to 
take up also the report of the harbor of Louis- 
ville, with a view of having the diagrams and 
maps printed. 

Mr. WHITE understood an order to print was 
already made, including the report, but not the 
maps and diagrams; he now was informed by a 
Senator near him, that the motion to print had 
been withdrawn. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER enid the order to 
print the report in relation to the harbor of Louia- 
ville had been made; but the maps and diagrams 
were not included in that order. 

Mr. WHITE enumerated the various points 
of improvement mentioned in the report; and he 
presumed the order to print should include the 
whole. It is a mostelaborate and learned report; 
and it was well deserving of having all the maps 
and diagrams printed. The cost would be con- 
siderable; but the report merited that it should 
be done. A more useful one to the country could 
notexist. Even if it cost $2,000, it would be well 
worth it, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER said the motion 
and amendment would form two distinct ques- 
tions: one on the printing of the report in rela- 
tion to the harbor of St. Louis; and the other as 
to printing the maps and diagrams attached to the 
report in relation to the harbor at Louisville. 

Mr. MOREHEAD pointed out the great pub- 
lic advantage which would result from adopting 
some of the propositions recommended by the 
engineer who made the survey of the Louisville 
harbor. He trusted his motion would prevail. 

Mr. WRIGHT did not perfectly understand 
what was the precise question before the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER explained. 

Mr. WRIGHT then understood that there 
were two distinet motions, 

Mr. SEMPLE suggested that, as they were 
entirely distinct reports, it would be necessary to 
take the question separately on each. His idea 
was, that the quesuon should be first taken on 
the report as to the harbor of St. Louis. 

Mr. WRIGHT said it was very well known 
that enormous expense had been incurred, with 
very little benefit, by the engraving and printing 
of maps heretofore. He would, therefore, sug- 
gest the propriety of referring the matter to the 
Committee on Printing. From facts recently 
divulged, it was certain that this branch of print- 
ing was the most expensive, and it was that in 
which Congress was the most imposed upon. 
The Senate should be informed by the Committee 
on Printing, whether there was any actual neces- 
SILY for printing these maps. 

Mr. \WHITE rose for the purpose of saying 
that he might have been too hasty in supposing 
the ordinary reader would understand the reports 
without the maps. Bat, on reconsideration, he 
was inclined to think the printing of the maps 
would be necessary. {lt was one of the most 
elaborate and scientific reports ever made on the 
subject of the improvement of the Ohio river; and 
therefore it ought to be placed on record and 
made accessible as a tiseed for general reference 
and in the most complete form. It ought to be 
in the hands of those who trade and traffic on the 
Ohio river. He asked if it required the vote of a 


majority to refer the matter to the Committee on 


Printing? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER said it would, 
undoubtedly. 

Mr. WHITE hoped if it was so referred, it 
would be reported upon favorably. Even if the 


| cost of printing the maps would amount to two 


or three thousand dollars, it would be well worth 
the money. 

Mr. KING pointed out that the original maps 
were upon record in the proper Department of 
the Government; and if the Seuate or commitiee 
want to examine them, they can be got for that 


r. BAYARD said, that under this general || purpose. This thing of engraving had cost enor- 
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mous sums. It was of late years the abuse had | explained the cost of making roads in Kentucky» | Mr. KING pointed out the foll 
wnup. Every report accompanied byamap | with broken stone, which was about seven or || been exhibited in spending so muct 


or diagram gave occasion for propagating the 
evil. It was time to puta stop toit. He hoped 
the Senate would refer the matter to the proper 
committee, that the necessity and expense might 
be ascertained, 

Mr. SEMPLE had inquired of different en- 
gravers what would be the expense of engraving 
on copper—not steel—the maps in relation to St. 
Louis harbor, and had ascertained it would be 
about $1,500. 

Mr. WKIGHT asked how many maps? 

Mr. SEMPLE said seven or eight. 

Mr. WRIGHT asked how many in relation to 
the Louisville harbor ? 

Mr. MORDHEAD explained that there were 


four maps—one, the a to illustrate merely | the navigation of the river. 


the plan recommended. 
would not be much. He understood from the 
engraver that the diagrams were necessary for the 
proper understanding of the report. 


He trusted | 


eight thousand dollars a mile; while the cost of 
this road could not fali short of $15,000 according 
/to the lowest estimate of the gentlemen them- 
selves. He believed, if the cost were not reduced, 
the road never would be finished, at least by the 
General Government. 
Mr. SEMPLE said, if the motion was made to 
reduce the grading with stone, and if arguments 
in its favor had been offered to convince him it 


i tofore on the Cumberland road to gratify t} 
/ambition of making it a great and mage, 
| work, i 


| 
| 


| stone. 


was right, he did not know but he might be in- | 


duced to concur with the Senator in its propriety. 
Pending the decision of this point, 


Mr. TAPPAN moved to amend the bill by a | 


proviso for constructing a bridge over the Ohio 
river at Wheeling, such as would not obstruct 
Mr. T. explained 


e believed the expense | that the United States never had completed the 


contract of carrying the Cumberland road to the 
State of Ohio. It had only been carried to Wheel- 
ing, in Virginia; and there was an island, also 


the Senators from New York and Alabama would || belonging to Virginia, between Wheeling and 


be satisfied with the explanations made, and suffer 
the question to be taken, without reference to the 
Committee on Printing. 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 


He was perfectly con- | 


the Ohio shore, over which, and the river itself, 
the road should be carried, to reach Ohio. 
Mr. JARNAGIN urged that it would be neces- 


vinced there was no necessity for it, on the score || sary to have a survey and estimates for this 


of economy. 

Mr. WRIGHT supposed there could be no ne- 
cessity for haste in this matter. It was now ap- 
parent the expense of engraving and printing the 
maps would be at least $3,000. ‘There seemed to 


bridge. He thought it would be better to have 
it made a distinct matter ina separate bill, and not 
introduce it here to embarrass this bill. 

Mr. TAPPAN said there had been an exam- 
ination by competent engineers, as would be seen 


be some diversity of opinion as to the numberof | by a reportin the House documents. The amend- 


the maps. He trasted the matter would goto the 
Committee on Printing, that the Senate might have 
specjfic information as to the number of maps, 
and the cost of engraving and printing them. 

Mr. MOREHEAD would not longer object to 
sending the matter to the Committee on Printing; 
but he hoped, in future, the rule would be applied 
equally; and that, in relation to other improve- 
ments, the same reference would be made. 

Mr. WHITE stated he had just ascertained 


ment he considered peculiarly appropriate to the 
bill. To show this, he repeated, that, as com- 
pensation for the five per cent. fund, the General 
Government was bound to complete the Cumber- 
land road from tide-water to the State of Ohio, 


| 
} 





which was incomplete for want of the bridge || 
across the two branches of the Ohio at Wheeling |) 


| and the island. 


Mr. BUCHANAN was extremely sorry his | 
If |, 


friend from Ohio had offered this amendment. 
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| Maysville road, the best he had ever ty 
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over, had but sixteen feet in width covered ee 


He would propose, as quite suffic 
fill the blank with sixteen feet. 


) 


Mr. BREESE explained that the propogiy;, 
to cover any part of the read in Ulinois with a - 
had been abandoned in 1836. There was no 
of ever being abie to apply stone to the graq : 
of the road in that State. All that was required 
was, to open the road eighty feet, grade it thin 
feet, and build bridges and culverts; the cost 4 
which, (yet to be incurred,) was estimated a the 
sum of $810,000. Seven hundred and forty-two 
thousand four hundred forty-five doliars had q). 
ready been laid out on the road in Hlinois, Thy 
expenditure in Ohio had been $2,077,000; in [). 
diana, $1,128,000. He read several extracts from 
the report on the subject, and sent to the table 
remaining portions, to be read by the 
of the Senate. 

These extracts were read, giving the estimates 
for the road in detail. 

The blank was filled with sixteen feet, and the 
amendment was adopted. ; 

Mr. SEMPLE moved an amendment, that the 


Secretary 


_money appropriated by this bill for Iilinvis be 
_applied to the opening and grading of the road jn 


said State, before any part of it be applied to put. 
ting stone on the road. 

Mr.CRITTEN DEN asked if the Senator woulj 
have any objection to modifying his amendment, 
so as to say, ‘‘no-part’’ of the money shall be 


| applied to putting stone on the road? 


that, although there were many maps, (twenty || the bill was properly amended, he should vote | 


small oncs, he believed,) the committee might 
designate the number and particular maps neces- 
sary to be printed. 

7 Mr. SEMPLE called for a division of the sub- 
ject. 


for it; but if this amendment prevailed, he should 

_undoubtedly vote against the bill, for he was so 
instructed by his State. 

Mr. WHITE entreated the Senator from Ohio 

to withdraw his amendment, and leave the matter 


The report in relation to the St. Louis harbor | to be disposed of by the bill now pending in an- 


was then referred to the Committee on Printing. 


The report on the harbor of Louisville was also | | 


referred to the Committee on Printing. 
THE TARIFF. 
Mr. CHOATE gave notice that, on Monday, 


atone o’clock, he would move to take up the reso- 


other branch of Congress. 
Mr. TAPPAN said the instructions of Penn- 
sylvania were, that its Senators and Representa- 


|| tives should vote against the construction of any 


bridge at Wheeling that would obstruct the nav- 
_igation of the Ohio river. This was quite condi- 
/ tional, and need not prevent the Senator [Mr. 


lution of the Finance Committe, for the indef- | Bucuanan] from voting for the bil. 


inite postponement of the bill introduced by the 


Mr. BUCHANAN remarked that the Legisla- 


Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Mclurrie;] | ture of Pennsylvania had adopted the resolution 


and as he understood the Senator from Georgia 
[Mr. Berrien] desired to address the Senate on 
the subject, be would with pleasure yield the floor 


| of instruction upon the gravest consideration. He 
_admitted that a suspension bridge, sufficiently 
high not to interfere with the passage of steam- 


to him on Monday, trespassing on the courtesy || boats of the largest class, would not obstruct the 


of the Senate to allow him subsequently to make 
his argument. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 


| navigation of the river. But the amendment pro- 
posed by the Senator from Ohio did not propose 
the construction of a suspension bridge; it only 
said such a bridge as would not interfere with the 


On motion, it was agreed that when the Senate | navigation of the Ohioriver. He hoped the Sen- 


adjourn it be to Monday next. 
CUMBERLAND ROAD. 


‘| ator would withdraw his amendment. 


He (Mr. 
B.) regretted that his colleague was not present, 
as he understood this matter much better than he 


On motion of Mr. HANNEGAN, the bill in || did. 


relation to continuing the Cumberland road || 


through Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, was taken 
up; and the question being on ordering it to be 


engrossed and read a third time, the yeas and | 


nays on that question were called for, and or- 
dered. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN thought some amend- || 


Mr. TAPPAN asked, would the amendment 
be made acceptable to the Senator by inserting 
the words ‘* suspension bridge?”’ 

Mr. BUCHANAN said, no, it would not; be- 
cause he did not consider it practicable, without 
| interfering with the navigation of the river. 

Mr. PORTER referred to a report made some 


ment ought to be made to the bill; that the grad- || years ago, in which it was shown that a suspen- 
ing of the road with stone ought to be reduced to || sion bridge would not answer, because it would 
twenty feet; otherwise the cost would be a great | have to be so high in the air that the greatest 


deal too much. 


Mr. WHITE explained that the road had been 


opened eighty feet wide, and the grading with | 


stone proposed in the original design had been 
estumated for; but he was confident the work could 
now be done so much cheaper than when the es- 


| 


danger of its destruction would be from storms. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved to amend the bill 
by providing that the width of the road to be cov- 
ered with stone shall not exceed twenty feet. 

Mr. KING suggested that sixteen feet would 


timates were made, that a considerable saving in | be wide enough fur the part to be covered with 


expense might be expected, 


ir. CRIP TENDEN hada sincere disposition | 


stone. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN would, if more agreeable, 


to aid the gentlemen in their bill; and that could || leave a blank, to be filled by the Senate, as to the 
be best done by moderating the expenditure. He ’ breadth of the road to be covered with stone. 





“now pending for a suspension o 


Mr. SEMPLE said he had no objection to the 
modification. 

Mr. KING objected to the enormous expense 
of putting stone nine inches deep on any part of 
the road now to be completed. The cost in Indi- 
ana alone would be $3,000,000. 

Mr. HANNEGAN replied to the Senator from 
Alabama, with a view of showing that the lavish- 
ness of the expenditures on the Cumberland road, 
heretofore made, had been owing to the manner 
in which Congress itself had prescribed the doing 
of the work. All that was guarded against in 
the formation of this bill. He was satisfied the 
work could be completed through Indiana for 
$1,400,000, instead of $3,000,000, as supposed by 
the Senator from Alabama. 

Mr. McDUFFIE considered this a subject of 
too much importance and magnitude to be dis- 
posed of while the Senate was so thin. He hoped 
the subject would be postponed. 

Mr. SEMPLE hoped the Senator from South 
Carolina would not object to letting the question 
on his amendment be drat taken. 

Mr. McDUFFIE assenting, 

The question was taken on Mr. Sempue’s 
amendment; and it was adopted. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


—_—- 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frinay, “April 5, 1844. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. TIBBATTS moved that the rules be sus- 
pended, for the purpose of going into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER observed that there was a mo- 
tion now pending for a suspension of the rules, 
on the motion of the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia, (Mr. J. R. Incersout.] Sia 

On motion of Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, !t 
was 

Ordered, That the Committee on Territories be discharged 
from the consideration of the resolutions of the Territory 
of Wisconsin relating to the boundary line between Wis- 
consin and Michigan; and that they be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. D., all the petitions and me- 
morials for harbor appropriations at Racine 
Southport, in Wisconsin Territory, were trans 
mitted to the Senate. ; 

Mr. TIBBATTS renewed his motion, with 
some additional remarks, which were not 
tinctly heard. 

Mr. WHITE said it would be necessary that 
the question should be taken upon the question 
the rules for the 
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of ordering the printing of an extra num- | 
-of copies of the minority report from the Com- 
mittee of Waysand Means; and he insisted upon 
jis call for the yeas and nays. | 
Mr. WELLER said, when they were endeav- | 
oring to print an extra number of the majority 


; 


| 





report, it would be remembered 
he SPEAKER observed that the question | 
yes not debatable. | 

The question was then put for suspending the |, 
ales, to enable the gentleman from Pennsylvania | 
Mr. J. R. Incersoxr] to move the printing of | 
an extra number of copies of the minority report | 
fom the Committee of Ways and Means. de 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and, being | 
tsken, resulted—yeas 94, nays 44. \| 

So the rules were suspended. 

Mr. WHITE tien moved to amend the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, by fix- 
ing the number of copies to be printed at ten 
thousand. This was but half as many as had 
been printed of the majority report. 1! 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL accepted the amend- 
ment as a modification of his resolution; and, 
after some remarks from Messrs. ‘THOMPSON, 
WHITE, HOLMES, and WELLER, 

Mr. HAMLIN moved the previous question; 
which was seconded, 

The main question was ordered to be now put, 
being upon the adoption of the resolution; it was |, 
accordingly put, and decided in the affirmative. | 

So the resolution was adopted. 


DRUMMOND LIGHT. 


Mr. HALE moved a reconsideration of the vote } 
taken yesterday, on rejecting the resolution of | 
the Committee on Public Buildings for lighting | 
the Hall with the Drummond light. 

On motion of Mr. H., the further consideration || 


| 


of this motion was postponed till to-morrow. | 
WESTERN RIVERS AND HARBORS. I] 


On motion of Mr. TIBBATTS, the House re- || 
solved itself into the Committee of the Whole on | 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Boyp in the chair,) | 
and took up the bill making appropriations for | 
certain harbors and rivers. 

The bill having been read, 

Mr. TIBBATTS moved to amend one item of | 
the bill by striking out ** $50,000,’’ and inserting | 
“100,000,” for the improvement of a portion | 


of the Ohio river; but as the reporters could not | 

obtain a single copy of the bill, the precise pur- | 

port of the amendment was not understood. He || 
stated to the committee that the $50,000 appro- |, 
priated by this bill would be wholly inadequate | 

to the purpose designed. i} 

Mr. JAMESON hoped the gentleman from | 
Kentucky would withdraw the amendment, for || 
the most liberal provision had been made for that || 
portion of the Ohio river. | 

Mr. VINTON denied that that portion of the | 
Ohio river was liberally provided for. He went | 
into some details of the obstructions in the Ohio | 
river, lying between the cities of Pittsburg and | 
Louisville, and showed the importance of the || 
commerce on that river. The portion of the | 
river for which this appropriation was to be made | 
had for its termini the cities of Pittsburg and 
Louisville. It passed the cities of Cincinnati and | 
Maysville, and numerous large and important | 
towns, of which it was the channel of communi- 
cation, as well as of the commerce of the cities 
of Philadelphia, Baltimore, &c., at the one ex- 
treme, and the great West at the other. He con- 
tended that the proposed appropriation was piti- 
ful and inadequate. 

Mr. McCLELLAND said he reported the bill || 
to the House, and he explained the reasons which | 
influenced the committee in fixing this appro- 
priation at $50,000. They had, however, subse- | 
quently received information which induced a | 
majority of the committee to concur in the pro- || 
Priety of increasing the appropriation to the sum || 
Proposed by the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. 

IBBATTS, 

Mr. McCAUSLEN entreated the gentleman 
from Missouri [Mr. Jameson] to withdraw his 
— to this bill. : 

Mr. JAMESON was understood to say, that 
that if the committee had got any new light on 
this subject, which had changed their views of 


(ie propriety of fixing the lower sum, he should 
hot object. 





ee 


ment, 


|; quorum. 


| that there was evidently a quorum present. 


| objects provided for in the bill, that the sum of || 
i| the West. 


| tions of the Union. 
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Mr. McCLELLAND repeated that the engi- | 


neer in charge of this branch of the public works | 
had shown the committee the necessity of this 
increase of appropriation. 


Mr. McCAUSLEN then advocated the amend- 


Mr. DARRAGH also advocated the adoption || 
of the amendment. Much might be done on | 
the Ohio river; nineteen snags and obstructions | 
might be removed, but if the twentieth remained 
the work was imperfect. He argued thatit would 
be a wise economy to increase the appropriation, 
that the work might be completed at once, rather 
than be protracted, and done at intervals and in 
small portions. 

The CHAIRMAN put the question on the 
proposed amendment, and 78 voted in the affirm- | 
ative, and 25 in the negative, being less than a | 

i 
| 


} 
| 
| 
| 
i 


Mr. WELLER called for tellers, remarking || 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Kennepy, 
of Maryland, and Biptack were appointed, and 
they reported—ayes 84, noes 30. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HOGE moved to amend the bill by strik- |! 
ing out $180,000, and inserting $223,000 for the 


} 


| Improvement of the Mississippi, the Missouri, 


the Arkansas, the Illinois, and the lower portion | 
of the Ohio river. The committee had already 


|, agreed to the appropriation of $100,000 for the 


Ohio, above the falls, where he believed no losses 
of life or property had ever occurred; and he 
thought it but just and reasonable that the lower 
portion of that river should have an adequate ap- 
propriation for its improvement. 

Mr. WELLER opposed the amendment. He 
thought $180,000 a sufficiently liberal appropria- 
tion, 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, remarked that he had 
on a former occasion given his views to the House 


| on the importance of liberal appropriations for the 


improvement of the western rivers, and he now 
only wished to call the attention of the commit- 
tee to the importance of the amendment proposed 


by his colleague, (Mr. Hoce.) He did not find | 


fault with appropriations made in the bill under | 
consideration for other objects; but it must be | 
apparent to every gentleman of the committee, | 
who was acquainted with the importance of the 


$180,000 for the improvement of all the western | 
rivers below the falls of the Ohio, was dispropor- | 
tionately small, compared with other appropria- 
tions. He stated that more lives had been sacri- 
ficed, and more property destroyed, in navigating |, 
those rivers, than in the prosecution of the com- | 
merce of all the other portions of the Union com- | 
bined. And will this committee, when the lives || 
of thousands of our citizens are at stake, refuse 


He begged of gentlemen not to allow dollars and 
cenls to come into competition with the lives of 
their citizens. Mr. S. went on to show that it 
would be a matter of policy for the insurance 
companies in the West (if they had the consti- | 


tutional power) to remove the snags and obstruc- || 


tions in the Mississippi and Missouri rivers, as 
the losses sustained by them alone would justify 
the constant employment of snag-boats on those 
rivers. The sum of $223,000 asked for, to effect 
the improvement of these rivers, is insignificant 
when compared with the millions which have been 
appropriated upon the sea-board, and in other por- | 
He did not wish to go at 
large into a recital of the enormous sums ex- 
pended by the Government upon the Atlantic 
coast, at different periods, and for various pur- 
poses; all those facts were in the possession of 
the committee. Neither did he wish to excite any 
local or sectional feelings in this matter. And he 
hoped gentlemen would weigh well the import- 
ance, as well as justice to the West, of this ap- 
propriation, and that they would deliberate long 
before they would vote against it. Mr. S. went 
on to show the vast extent of river navigation 
covered by this appropriation, and the nature of 
the obstructions to be removed—the millions of 
people who were directly interested in the im- 
rovement, and the importance to the whole | 
Salen of rendering these great commercial high- 
ways safe for the transit of her citizens, and the | 
abundant products of the valley of the Missis- | 


sippi. 


} 


Mr. McCLERNAND said that he regretted 
that there was any contrariety of opinion upon 
the subj:ct of the amendment offered by his eol- 
league, (Mr. Hoce.} For himself, he would say 


| that he would be exceedingly glad, should it meet 


with the approbation of the committee, to agree 
with the amendment; but should it not, he still 
would be content to support the bill as it stood. 
The amendment of his colleague proposed to 
increase the appropriation for the improvement 
of the lower Ohio, the Mississippi, the Missouri, 
the Illinois,and the Arkansas rivers, from $180,000 
to $223,000—the latter sum being the amount 
recommended by the topographical bureau. Col- 
onel Long, who made this report, says that this 
sum ‘* will very partially cover the amount that 
will be required for the accomplishment of the 
numerous works and operations to which it al- 
ludes ’’—meaning the improvement of these rit 
ers. The people of Illinois are deeply interested 


| in this subject. That State was bounded on the 


east by the Wabash river, on the south by the 
Ohio, on the west by the Mississippi, and on 
the north by Lake Michigan. It therefore fol- 
lowed that the prosperity of Illinois materially 
depended upon the improvement of its rivers and 
lakes. The West had grown up so suddenly, 
that many gentlemen from the old States were 
not prepared to appreciate the importance of pro- 
teciting its interests. 

Mr. McC. went on to compare the area of the 
western and southwestern States with the area of 
the old States; the population of the western val- 


| ley with the population of the old States; the 


relative political influence of the eastern and 
| western States; the relative amounts of the agri- 
cultural productions of the eastern and western 

States; the tonnage of the western States with the 

tonnage of the eastern States; the commerce of 
| the West as compared with the commerce of the 
| eastern States; and the proportion the former bore 
_to the entire amount of the commerce of the 
| United States with foreign nations. He also 

went on to show the number of persons pai 
in the navigation of the western waters. Also, 
the annual amount of travel upon the western 
waters. He next spoke of the extent of navi- 
gation in the West, and the necessity of improv- 
ing it for the convenience of the General Govern- 
ment, and to prevent the loss of property and 
human life. He then spoke in general terms of 





Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, addressed the eom- 
| mittee on the subject of Mr. Van Buren’s admin- 


|| istration; and spoke up to the expiration of his 


hour in criticising the measures of that Adminis- 
tration, and in censure of the principles and pol- 
icy of the Democratic party. He first charged 
against Mr. Van Buren that he opposed the war 


|, of 1812 against Great Britain, and advocated the 
|| an adequate appropriation for their protection? | election of De Witt Clinton to the Presidency in 


opposition to Mr. Madison, the candidate of the 
Democratic party. He alsocharged that the ad- 
ministration of Mr. Van Buren, before it went 
out of power, had involved the country enorm- 
ously in debt, and left that debt as a legacy to the 
administration of General Harrison. Mr. D. 
spoke of the heavy expenditures of the Govern- 
ment under Mr. Van Buren’s administration, and 
'charged it with the grossest extravagance; and 
urged that the extra session, for which the Whig 
party had incurred so much censure, was caused by 
| the extravagance and ruinous policy of the pre- 
ceding Administration. He alluded to the issue of 
‘Treasury notes by that Administration, which he 
denounced as impolitic and unconstitutional; and 
said that it was a measure in opposition to the 
| principles of the Whig party, who were opposed 
| to creating a debt in thatway. He charged that 
the Democratic majority in the Congress that 
| preceded the last presidential election had refused 
| necessary appropriations for the fear of swelling 
up their amount of expenditure; and had, for the 
same reason, withheld the payment of just claims 
on the Government, such as those of the Massa- 
| chusetts militia, the Missouri volunteers, and the 
| volunteers of Georgia and Florida; but this was 


‘| on the eve of a presidential election, when the 
i ert then in power wished to get the credit of 


eing economical. Mr. D. advocated the tariff 
| policy, and spoke of the present tariff as one 
_ founded on just principles, and calculated to ad- 
| vance the best interests of the country at large. 
| The CHAIRMAN, at the expiration of the 
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hour of the gentleman from Kentucky, cut short | had been chosen to the Senate in Aprit; but was not, of 
his remarks by the announcement of that fact. course, A member of the Legisiature that made the nomin- 


Mr. PAYNE next obtained the floor, and com- 
menced by observing that he had never risen be- 
fore with the view of making a party speech. 
Hitherto, when he had addressed the House, he 
had addressed himself exclusively to the subject 
under consideration; but he took this occasion to 
announce, at the outset, that such was not now 
his purpose. And why shouldehe now deviate 
from his usual course? Why, it musthave been 
observed that, of late, no question whatever could 
be presented for the consideration of the House, 
but it was made to assume a party character and 
a party debate was got up upon it, without the 
slightest intention to enlighten the House on the 
Recently a bill was 
brought before the House to change the mode of 
holding the election of President and Vice Pres- 
ident of the United States, so as to take the vote 
on the same day throughout the United States, 


_and the House would remember the character of 


thatdebate, Later still, a proposition was brought 

into the House to repeal the distribution act; and 

again a party debate was the consequence. An- 

other question, which he did not now recollect, 

came up; and again they had party speeches—all, 

with one exception, coming from the party in op- 
osition to that to which he belonged, and evident- 
y designed to agitate the public mind, 

This system had been pursued so far that it 
had become the duty of the members of the Dem- 
ocratic party to vindicate themselves from the 
party charges which had been made against them; 
and herein was his justification in the unusual 
course he was about to pursue, with the indul- 
gence of the Chairman of the committee. He 
trusted he should be pardoned if he went far back 
to notice some charges which had been made by 
some previous speakers, more particularly by the 
gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Harpin,} who had 
gone back to the old charge —the oft-refuted 
charge—of opposition to the last war by Mr. Van 
Buren. But, though so often refuted, it was 
brought up here again in a new dress, and, he 
supposed, was to be sent out to the country to in- 
fluence the people. It was not snaeunane ie con- 
ceived, that he should enter at very great length 
into an examination of the purposes and objects 
of Mr. Van Buren in relation to that war; the 
records of the country were most conclusive on 
that subject; the records of the great State of New 
York were so conclusive that, after their exam- 
ination in relation to that period of our history, 
no man could doubt Mr. Van Buren’s firmness in 
the defense of his country. 


But it was said that Mr. Van Buren voted |! 


against Mr. Madison, in favor of Mr. Clinton, 
and consequently that he was against the war. 
Now, no man venerated the character and mem- 
ory of that illustrious man more than he did, and 
he trusted, on all proper occasions, he should be 
ready to defend either the public or private char- 
acter of Mr. Madison against all attacks that 
might be made against him; but he now did not 
find it necessary to do so. He, however, ap- 


pealed to the recollection and the experience of | 


every gentleman on this floor who recollected the 


events In connection with the late war, whether | 


Mr. Madison was not considered by the friends 


of Mr. Clinton as not sufficiently vigorous for a | 


war candidate; and whether it was not appre- 
hended that Mr. Madison would not prosecute 


the war with the vigor which its friends desired | 


should characterize it? But, on this subject, he 
would appeal to Whig authority, and out of their 
own mouth he would condemn them. He desired 
the Clerk to read an article fram the pen of Mr. 
W. L. Stone, editor of the New York Commer- 
cial Advertiser, to show what he said Mr. Van 
Buren’s course was. 


The Clerk read the letter, as follows: 


** We prefer giving a public answer to the foregoing com 
munication, made, we doubt not, in good faith, for several 
reasons. Principal among these, is the strong desire we 
have that justice should be done to all men, and we think 
that Mr. Van Buren has not been fairly dealt by in the mat- 
ters referred to. It is true, that Mr. Van Buren was one of 
the early supporters of Mr. Clinton for the otlice of Presi- 
dent, in the year 1812, in opposition to Mr. Madison ; that 
he took part in the Republican legislative caucus at which 
Mr. Clinton wus first nominated. The caucus was held, 
and that nomination was made, on the 28th of May, nearly 
& month betore the declaration of war. The elections in 
this State were then held in April, and the poliucal year 
commenced on the first Monday in July. Mr. Van Buren 


| the contest. 


| Out, than he did. 


} not to beat even Mr. Van Buren by falsehood. 


ation. His senatorial term commenced on the first Mon- 
day of July, and be first took his seat at the extra session 
held in November, to choose the presidential electors. 

‘* Furthermore, it is also true, that Mr. Clinton became 
the candidate of * the peace party.’ Vet itis not true that 
he was originally nominated as such, or hat Mr. Van Buren, 
after taking his seatin the Legisiature, supported him as 
such. He (Mr. ©.) was, in fact, driven into that position 
by the force of circumstances; and it is no more than jus- 
tice to Mr, Van Buren to say that after Mr. Clinton became 
identified with the peace party as their candidate, his sup- 
portof him became languid. Indeed, we have reason to 
believe that be thenceforward threw his influence, as far as 
he could do so, cousidering the previous committal of the 
legislative caucus, which he held to be binding upon the 
party, in behalf of Mr. Madison. The truth is, Mr. Clinton 
was never nominated or supported as an opponent of the 
war, but directly the reverse. He was thus nominated and 
supported expressly upon the ground that the crisis de- 
manded @ more vigorous arm at the helm of State than Mr. 
Madisou’s. 

* "The war had not been actually declared, itis true, but 
every intelligent man saw that it Was inevitable, and very 
near; and it was feared, as the result proved, that under 
Mr. Madison’s administration it would be feebly conducted. 
Believing thus, that the times demanded an Executive of 
greater energy and force of character, the attention of many 
patriotic men of both political parties was directed else- 


| where than to Virginia for a canckdate ; and from the high 
| intellectual qualities of Mr. Clinton, and the acknowledged 
| energy of his character, it was conceived that he would 
| prosecute the impending contest with greater vigor, and 


bring it to a more speedy and honorable close than could be 
done by Mr. Madison. 

* This was the ground upon which he was nominated, 
and upon which he was supported by Mr. Van Buren, aud 
such of the old Republican party as adhered to bi through 


know that they were not exactly in harmony with the ma- 
jority of the people of this State, even of his own party, at 
the time; for it must here be borne in mind that a very de- 


| cided majority of the Representatives in Congress from the 


State of New York—with Obadiah German in the Senate 
at their head—voted against the declaration of war; not, 
however, that they held the contest to be unjust, but they 
believed the country wholly unprepared for war at the time, 
and consequently that the declaration was inexpedient. 
Such, probably, were the original views of Mr. Van Buren 


| —such, certainly, were the views of Mr. Clinton. 


** But, the war having been declared, it is due to Mr. 
Van Buren to say that no public man in the State sup- 
ported it more thoroughly, heartily, and zealously through- 
Such, we know, is not the received 
opinion in many parts of the country—especially in the 
distant States ; and we frequently see attempts making, in 
the presses opposed to him, to render him unpopular by 


| charging him with opposition to the war itself, as well as to 


Mr Madison. But the charge is untrue. 

** Many of our political friends will scowl upon us, we 
know, for our frankness on this occasion. But we care not 
for that. Justice to all men is our maxim; and we wish 
We have, 
indeed, truth enough at our command, to do that with.” 


Mr. PAYNE resumed, and said he had no 
doubt many of the political friends of that gen- 
tleman (Mr. Stone) would scowl upon him for 
stating the truth; there was no doubt of that; but 
he was proud to see that there was one man in 
that party that would do Mr. Van Buren justice 
in regard to his course in reference to the late 
war, regardless of the scowls of his party. Hav- 
ing caused that letter to be read, he did not know 
that he could add anything stronger, and therefore 
he would pass on, with the remark that he had in- 
tended to quote from an address written by Mr. 
Van Buren, and addressed to the people of New 
York, when he was in the Senate; but not having 
expected this debate to come on at this time, he 
had it not athand. He might, however, say that 
that address exhibited great devotion to the in- 
terests of his country, and pointed out the pro- 
priety of a vigorous prosecution of the war, in the 
burning language of patriotism, which, perhaps, 
was only excelled by the language of the Declara- 
tion of Independence. 

But what was the next subject-matter of accu- 
sation? A gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. 
Cuiincman] and a gentleman from Vennsylvania 
{Mr. Stewart] had charged on Mr. Van Buren 


| that he had contracted an enormous debt, and left 


it as a legacy on the Administration that suc- 


ceeded him. He was pleased to observe that the 
gentleman from Kentucky, more conscientious 
than some others, had notrunitup to $30,000,000; 
but that gentleman had evidently made use of the 
tract of Mr. Secretary Ewing, who was the first 
Secretary to his knowledge, and he trusted he 
was the last, that would ever use official station 


/to deceive the public respecting the conduct of 


preceding public functionaries. 

The charge that Mr. Van Buren, during his 
administration, created a debt of thirty-odd mil- 
lion dollars, which he left to his succesor, was 
totally untrue. The charge had been repeated, 


As to the opinions and conduct of Mr. Van | 
| Buren in the early stages of the war, we have reason to 
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however, in high places; it had been 
other and coérdinate branch of this 
it had been again and again repeated, thouch ,. 
often refuted, with a pertinacious determinat,, - 
adhere to the charge, in order, by cont Ps. 
press the subject upon the minds of th 
the country, that an effect might be 
‘like a continual pouring of water UPON a rock’ 

that a conviction of the reality of that which hel 
no existence might be at last produced, TN 
| Senate of the United States passed a resolution, 

calling upon the Secretary of the Treasury to ae 
expressly what the amount of indebtediiess was, 
that resolution was responded to, and it they ae 
peared that not more than $6,500,000 of dels 
which was outstanding upon Treasury notes, w,, 
left by Mr. Van Buren; and it was necessary 
when speaking of the expenditures of that aj 
ministration, to recollect the very extraordina, 
causes of expenditure which then existed jin the 
erection of the public buildings, and in the Prose. 
cution of the war against the Indians. The gen. 
tleman from Kentucky himself acknowledged tha: 
there was $8,000,000 of debt. This was a very 
important admission, coming from the quarter j 
did. The proper way in which the matter should 

be considered was to look at the times, and take 
‘into account the unusual calls that were necessa. 





Governmen:. 
inuing to 


e People of 
Produced 


|| rily made upon the Treasury; and not, by one 


general sweep, condemn the Administration, 
Why, there was no Administration in the uni. 
versal world that might not be thus condemned, 
no matter what the purity of the Administration 
might be. It was the easiest thing in the world 
to hurl the thunders of indignation against any 
Administration; but it was too late in this day of 
intellectual enlightenment, to suppose that the 
| people were to be blinded by any such generq| 
and sweeping denunciations. It was well knowy 
that true economy consists in making proper and 
| discreet appropriations; and he hazarded nothing 
in saying that, if gentlemen would take up that 
| Administration and test it by this principle, it 
would stand out in bold relief, as being better 
‘than the former, and infinitely better than that 
| which followed it. But, as for the responsibility 
| of an Administration in reference to expenditures, 
there was no President who could be said to be 
responsible. Who was it that held the purse- 
strings? It was this body. They made the ap- 
propriations; and the Executive was bound, under 
the obligation of an oath, to carry out the acis 
| making those appropriations, 

The gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. 
| Cuineman] had made a charge against the Dem- 
| ocratic party, in which he cited a quotation from 

the language of a most distinguished man, “ that 
| the Democratic party were held together by the 
| cohesive power of the spoils of office.”” This 
| was an expression used by Mr. Calhoun when 
he was not in intimate relation with the Demo- 
cratic party. In contemplating the character of 

that great man, it would be found that his views 
| were those of an American statesman, not of a 
_ party man; though separate from the Democratic 
_ party, yet belonging not to the opposite one. If 
| the gentleman from North Carolina adduced this 
in order to show the existence of divisions in the 
Democratic ranks, he had not accomplished his 
| object. Mr. Calhoun might cease to codperate 
with his political friends, but the day could never 
come when Federalism could be thrown upon his 
shoulders. But was it true that the Democratic 
party were held together by the cohesive power 
of the spoils of office? As he might not soon 
have another opportunity of expressing what he 
_ conceived to be the principles of the Democratic 
party, he would take this occasion to do so. Whit 
were those principles? They were these: perfect 
equality in all poiitical and civil rights; exclusive 
privileges to none. None of your banking sys 
tems, with their corrupting influences; none of 

our high protective tariffs, giving exclusive pr'v- 
ileges. These were the principles of the Demo- 
cratic party. There were, of course, some eX- 
ceptions to the rule; but not so many as to shake 
the principles of the party. There might be dif- 
ferences of opinion among individual men. bers, 
but the principles of the party remained unsha- 
| ken. He admitted there was a difference of opin 
| ion on the subject of protection, but that differ- 
ence was unimportant; and he insisted that no 
| division of a fragment of the party could estab- 
_lish the principle that the Democratic party wer? 
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held together by the ‘‘cohesive power of the ! it would take to make ‘the necessary explana- 
: 93 


ublic spoils. 


He would now look at the other side; and in 


it 


the outset would say, that the Whig party of 
1840 had no title to the name of a party, and were 
nothing better than a faction. What constituted 
a party? So far as he was able to understand 
that question, a party was a body of meu associ- 
ated —— 
desire to carry those principles out, for the pro- 
motion of the public good. Now, what was a 
faction ? for he asserted that the Whigs of 1840, 
when they came into power, were nothing buta 
faction. Faction was a combination of a body 
of men to obtain political power, having no com- 
mon principles, and no bond of union but the 
hope of spoils. Was there any declaration of 
rinciples made by the Whigs before the election? 


Vas there any convention of the people called | 


for that purpose ? and were there individuals au- 
thorized to declare the principles on which they 
went into thecontest? Farfromit. When Gen- 
eral Harrison was called upon to avow his opin- 
jons on an important question of national policy, 
the Whigs, who had charge of him, would not 
allow him to answer, because they feared that, in 


their cause. 
ceived and answered all his letters, and that com- 
mittee answered that General Harrison had no 
more developments for the public eye. Did not 
this prove that the Whigs of 1840 came directly 
within the view of what he had described as a 


faction? But as he was not willing that anything 
ilustrative of this remarkable feature in the | 


Whig character, should escape him, he should 
ask for the reading of a letter, written by a dis- 
tinguished gentleman of Virginia, formerly a 
Whig candidate for elector in thatState, and now 
amember of Congress; a gentleman who stood 
high in the estimation of the Whig party, and 
one whose word he would take where honor and 


veracity were involved, as soon as that of any | 


man in the nation. The character he had given, 
therefore, of the Whigs of his own State, must 
beatrue one. He alluded to Mr. WittovcuBy 
Newron, and asked that his letter might be read. 

{An extract from Mr. Newron’s letter—being 
the principal part of it—was read. } 

Mr. NEWTON rose, and asked that the whole 
letter might be read. 

Mr. PAYNE said he had not the whole letter 
by him. He had read as much of the letter as 
he had cut out of a paper; but the rest was im- 
material, and did not differ from that he had 
quoted. He pledged himself to the gentleman 
that when he published his speech, he would pub- 
lish the whole of it. 

Well, this letter spoke of the Whig party asa 
discordant mass, who had achieved a great vic- 


tory; and the fruits of that victory had turned to || 


ashes, because they had nocommon principles to 
bind them together; and that their eagerness for 
success induced them to extend their lines so as 
to embrace in them birds of every feather. The 
letter concluded with a prayer to God that hon- 
esty might hereafter characterize the Whig party. 
He heartily concurred in that rayer; for though 
he earnestly desired the cmatnents of the Whig 
party, believing that their success would be ruinous 


together, with common principles, and a | 


tion. 

Mr. BOWLIN then declined yielding the floor, 
as the gentleman could obtain it in the course of 
the debate, and make his explanation at length. 

Mr. NEWTON said he desired to say to the 
House that the facts stated by the gentleman from 
Alabama were not consistent with the record, 

Mr. PAYNE observed that he would publish 


| the whole of the gentleman’s letter with his 
| speech, and then it would be seen that there was 


| nothing in it to conflict with the part he had read. || 


| Missouri to yield him the floor, for the purpose | 
|| of making an explanation. 


Mr. TIBBATTS asked the gentleman from 


Mr. BOWLIN declined, on the ground that the 


hour allotted him was wearing away; and if he | 


allowed one gentleman to explain, he must allow 
others. It was a source of exceeding regret to 
him that this bill, somewhat local in its character, 


| and of such vast importance to the people of the 


‘western country, should have been the means of 











tothe country, yet he desired only to carry on the | 


contest with them on principle. 


He did not wish | 


for success to the party to which he belonged on | 
any other grounds than on those of principle. | 
utthe letter which had just been read proved | 


conclusively the truth of the charge he had made | 
against the Whigs of 1840, that they were noth- || 
ing but a faction, and not entitled to the name of | 


& party. 


Here the Chairman’s mallet fell, announcing | 


that Mr. P.’s hour had expired. 
Mr. PAYNE observed that he was not half 


through with his remarks, but would take the || 


carliest opportunity of concluding them. 
Mr. BOWLIN then obtained the floor. 


_Mr. NEWTON asked the gentleman to yield | 


im the floor for a few moments, for the purpose 
of explanation. 


Mr. BOWLIN said he would allow the gentle- | 
man an opportunity of explaining, provided he || 


did not take up too much of his time. 


fi Would 


ve minutes be enough for the gentleman ? 
Mr. NEWTON could not tell him how long 





} 


introducing into this House a discussion of a 
arty character. 


it would have been discussed solely with refer- 


\ | ence to the great interests it was framed to pro- 
the honesty of his heart, he might tell the truth, |) 


and avow principles which would tend to injure | 
They had a committee which re- | 


tect, and that at would not have received its 
deathblow from a quarter whence its warmest 
support should have come. He exceedingly re- 
gretted that the gentleman from Kentucky {Mr. 
Davis] waived, the other day, the party speech 
he was about to make, when he had the op- 


| portunity of making it, and that he should have | 


taken this occasion to inflict it on a bill in which 
the whole West was so deepl 

thereby jeopard, if notentirel dicen the hopes 
of it ever becoming a law. In the indirect man- 
ner in which the gentleman had to-day attacked 


| this bill, he but showed the opposition of himself 


and his great leader to those great interests which 


| he formerly so much cherished. He did not hesi- 


|| tate to say that the course of the gentleman from 


| Kentucky to-day was such as to inflict a blow on 





the bill in a covert way, but more fatal than any 
injury it could have received from an open and 
avowed enemy. 

From this day forth, he lost all hopes of car- 
rying that bill through; and he could not avoid 
charging its defeat on the gentleman himself. If 
the object of the gentleman was to war on that 
section of the country from whence he came, he 
had most effectually accomplished it. There were 
more ways of defeating a measure than by openly 


and directly opposing it; and the gentleman had | 


taken the mosteffectual means that the ingenuity 
of man could devise to accomplish that object. 
He had too much respect for the gentleman’s in- 
telligence to suppose that he could have mistaken 
the effects of such a speech as he had inflicted on 


|| this bill; and the conclusion was therefore irre- | 
|| sistible that such was the object he had in view. | 
The subject under discussion when the gentle- | 
man commenced his remarks was a proposition | 


to increase the amount of the appropriation in one 
of the clauses of the bill; and on this simple ques- 
tion, the gentleman took occasion tomake a party, 


political speech, in which he attacked almost | 


every public man who differed with him in polit- 


ical opinions, and who came within the range of | 


his observation; and in which there was nota 
word said about the measure under discussion. 
The gentleman undertock to tell the House about 
the negligence of a former Administration, in not 
paying the claimants to whom the Government 


| was indebted; and he instanced the cases of the 








| gia, and Florida claims. 


| 


Massachusetts militia, and the Missouri, Geor- 
Now, had these cases 
anything to do with the measure before the 
House? If the gentleman expected to make any 
political capital out of this kind of argument, he 
was mistaken, so faras Missouri was concerned; 
for. let him tell the gentleman, the Whigs had 
the power in Congress for three sessions, and the 
Missouri volunteers were not paid yet. 


which he hoped would be got through before the 
close of the session. 


He had indulged the hope that | 


interested, and | 


There | 
| was a bill for that purpose now before the House, 
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Mississippi and Ohio, and of the rich commerce 
that is floated on those streams. He could have 
wished that the gentleman had seen the wreck of 
the Shepherdess, and witnessed the fearful loss 
of life and property that took place on that orea- 
sion. Sucha sight could not but have awakened 
in him some feeling for those who are exposed to 
like calamities, and induced him, if he could not 


| yleld his hearty support to this bill, to at least 


| 
\| 
| 
' 
| 
j 


refrain from injuring it in this way 

Mr. B. then spoke of the hostility that had 
lately been shown by Mr. Clay to the improve- 
ment Of the western waters. He knew not whether 
this change of conduct in the great Whig leader 
had been the result of premeditated vengeance 
against those western States for not coming into 
certain measures; but it was notorious that Mr. 
Clay had changed his opinions on the question of 
western Improvements. He knew not whether 
the fact of the profession of political principles by 
Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri, in opposition to 
those which he inculcated, might not have eaused 
this change. ‘lhe course of the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. Davis] had been so plain that 
the blind might read it. He had given the meas- 
ure which ought to have received his hearty sap- 


| port, a mortal stab; and he cared not what the 
gentleman’s vote might be, or what he might 


hereafter say on the subject, yet he had effect- 


ually killed the bill. 


He had before observed that the course of the 
gentleman to-day was in accordance with the 
change of policy which had been shown by his 
great leader. Mr. Clay himself, at the last ses- 
sion, voted against an important western im- 
provement; and the gentleman was now following 


| his example, by giving this bill a side-Llow, in- 


|| stead of attacking it openly and directly. 
|| passing strange that the gentleman should have 


lt was 


‘| taken such a course, considering his relations 


with the West, leaving the lives and commerce 
of the people of the West to the mercy of the 
snags and waves without an effort to save it, 
The next point in the speech of the gentleman 
upon the question whether improvements should 
be made to draw the snags out of the Mississippi 
river, was a commentary on the condition of the 


| finance; and he went into a detail to show that 
_ every Congress which had sat here for many years 


past, except the glorious T'wenty-Seventh, was 
composed of most extravagai.t fellows. It was 
admitted that the Whigs came into power witha 


| national debt of $8,000,000; and that, after the lapse 





| 


| and to prescribe the rule of action for his follow- 


Why thisallusion to the Georgia claims? Was || 


it an appeal to their avarice? What had these 
claims to do with the subject before the House ? 
He presumed that the gentleman had no such in- 
tention, and that his only object was to inflict a 
— speech on the House at the experise of the 
ives of the people of the West, who navigate the 


| 
| 


of two short years, it was run up to $30,000 000; 
being an increase of $10,000,000 perannum. They 


| should, perhaps, be told that it was nota Whig, 


but a Tyler administration; but this he denied; 
for, as far as the appropriations were concerned, 
the Administration had been Whig. Mr. Tyler 
had no power to appropriate a single dollar, or to 
expend a dollar appropriated, but as the Whig 
Congress had prescribed; and the Whigs were 
responsible for the increase of the public debt 
from $8,000,800 to $30,000,000 at a time of pro- 
found peace—peace even with the Indian tribes; 
and at a time, too, when there were no expensive 
removals of Indian tribes, or the continuation of 
costly public buildings, or national works of any 
kind. 

The very first act of that Administration was 
to saddle the country with the expense of an ex- 
tra session of Congress. lle knew it might be 
replied that Mr. Van Buren called an extra ses- 
sion, too, at the commencement of his Adminis- 
tration, but the reason was clear and satisfactory; 
it was attributable to the villainous wickedness of 
the banks, which rendered it necessary that Mr. 
Van Buren should appeal to Congress for the 
means to administer the Government. That oc- 
casioned the necessity for Mr. Van Buren’s ex- 
tra session; but what nececessity was there for 
that of the year 1841? We were at perfect peace 
with all the world, and all our affairs were going 
on smoothly. Perhaps it was necessary for the 
leader of the party to lay down his principles, 


ers, and to whip them into the traces. Every 
one would recollect the six celebrated resolutions 
passed in the Senate; for, having been laid dow 
by the party dictator, who dared gainsay them? 
What, then, was the extra session called for? 


| Why, one gentleman said an appropriation wes 


made for some little debt of $1,500,000; but the 
absolute necessity, surely, was not pretended to 


now 
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be found there. It was to establish a party pol- | 
icy before the people had time to bear it down by | 
an expression of opinion. It was for the purpose | 
of establishing their bankrupt law, to sponge out | 
the debts of speculators and swindlers, without | 
regard to the rights and interests of creditors; an | 
act which was a perfect burlesque on a bankrupt | 
law deserving of the name. That was one of their | 
first acta; and how effectually had it been con- | 
demned by the people! The repeal of their own 
act, at their second session, was sufficiently ex- | 
pressive; but, as one of the beauteous results of | 
that extra session, the creditors of the country | 
had been swindled by that bankrupt law to the 
amount of $200,000,000. 
Another object of the extra session was to pass | 
a bank biil; and, failing in that, to establish a 


fiscal agent, whose fate was notorious. Another | 


was the repeal of the independent Treasury act, 
which had been in operation for several years 
without loss to the Government or to the people. 


lt was, however, repealed; and recourse was again || 


had to those very banks which had so much em- | 
barrassed the Government and the nation; and | 


this and other measures were hurried through the | protection. 
forms of legislation with indecent haste, fearing || and he would not fail to read of some accident. 
doubtless to await the expression of public opin- || They were of constant recurrene¢e. 


ion and the people’s estimate of their acts. 

One gentleman had told them some of the evil | 
consequences of a restoration; but, in that re- | 
sree wherein did the two opposing parties differ ? | 

he candidate of the one had been the President | 
in name and in fact, and the candidate of the other | 
had been President all butin name. This was | 


notorious; and hence the gentleman’s dissertation || 


on the evilsof arestoration,if an argumentagainst | 
any candidate for the Presidency was an argu- | 
ment against his own. But the gentleman, to | 
amuse the western people, had complained that | 
the Cumberland road was neglected; but did he | 
charge the abandonment of that work against his | 
opponents? The gentleman probably found it | 
convenient to forget that his own party voted | 
against it in 1840. LHe also eulogized the last | 
tariff act, and in that he was consistent with him- 
selfand with his party usages. But, while eulo- 
fizing that infamous act—the curse of the poor— | 
x¢ professed to belong to a party that were the | 
poor man’s benefactors and protectors. 

He was not desirous to excite unkind feelings 
in one class towards another; but the truth com- 
pelled him to say that that enactment wasacurse | 
to the poor, for the benefitof the rich. Heasked | 
the gentleman to review the specific duties of that 
act, and he would find cotton that cost the poor 
man six cents, taxed at the rate of one hundred || 
and sixty per cent., while those which cost two | 
shillings, and were, consequently, within the 
means of the rich on'y, were taxed but thirty per | 
cent.; and yet that was an act passed by the la- | 
borer’s friend! But further: a piece of flannel ] 
which cost twenty shillings—such as was worn 
by the poor man, the object of the gentieman’s || 
very peculiar care—was taxed one hundred per || 
cent., while the finest flannel, costing fifty-nine || 
shillings a piece, was taxed but at the rate of | 
forty er cent.; and yet, he repeated, this was | 
done by a party professing to be, par excellence, | 
the poor man’s friend. In short, everything con- | 
sumed or used by the poor and industrious was 
taxed immoderately, while but a gentle hand was 
laid om the articles used by the rich, 

The gentleman also eulogized the distribution 
scheme, but he knew the poor would not be the 
recipients of the money distributed, or possibly || 
he would not be its advocate; but he could not, | 
7 throwing dust in the people’s eyes, blind the || 
effect of that measure. The increased specific || 
duties were to supply the deficiency created in 
the Treasury by the distribution; and henee the | 
poor were oppressively taxed—first for the ben- 
efit of the rich, as he had shown; and next, that 
speculators might have the means whereon to 








Speculute to the disarrangement of the commerce | 


and solid prosperity of the country; and then, in 
case of failure, to sponge out their debts by a 
Whig bankrupt law. 

He would, however, return to the question be- | 
fore the committee; and what was it? A propo- 
sition to increase an appropriationnow $160,000, 
some $40,000, for the purpose of clearing out 


snags in the river, and improving certain harbors. || 


He entreated the House to come back to the con- | 
sideration of this quesuon, for it was intimately | 


| under the tariff, aud protesting against any further experi- 
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| connected with the interests of the great West. 
This political wrangling, this mixing up of party 
politics with the great interests of the West, he 
| feared would jeopard the bill; and hence he en- 
treated the House to come back to this question, 
and for a moment to contemplate its importance. 
| The great stream which flowed down the Missis- 
| sippi, running, though it did, through a country 
| which, fifty years ago, was one vast unbroken 
wilderness, now bore on its surface to the At- 
_lantic ocean more exported produce of the West 
| than all the importations of the entire country; 
| but in consequence of the nature of the soil, and 
other circumstances which he needed not stop to 
detail, obstructions to the navigation were found, 
whose removal called for appropriations by this 
, Government. 

He besought gentlemen to permit the House to 
act upon the bill. They had been Uriven into the 
| defense of it by insidious attacks, not upon the 
| provisions of the bill itself, but attacks which 


| the subject—attacks upon party of a most inflam- 
matory nature. The western navigation needed 
Let a man take up a western paper, 


Mr.TIBBATTS moved that the committee rise. 

Mr. WHITE expressed a desire to make some 
remarks in reply. There had been ample prov- 
ocation, but notwithstanding all that provocation, 
he was not disposed to occupy the time of the 
| committee at this late hour, but would claim the 
privilege, at some more convenient time, of re- 
plying to the general topics which had been in- 
troduced into this debate. 

The committee then rose, and reported pro- 
gress; and 

The House adjourned. 





The following petitions, presented to-day, were handed 
to the reporters by the members presenting them: 

Ry Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania: The memorial of cit- 
izens of Mauch (hunk, Pennsyivania, against any modifi- 
cation of the tariff, as it ean only result in the destruction 
of a large amount of invested capital, and in the reduction 
of the wages of labor, and in the stagnation of business. 

Also, the memorial of citizens of Valley Forge, Pennsyl- 
vania, representing the prosperous condition of the country 








ments upon the labor and industry of the people. 

By Mr. THOMASSON : The petition of the heirs of Cap- 
tain Thomas Martin, deceased, asking commutation pay; 
which was reterred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions. 

By Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania: Four memorials, 
numerously signed by the citizens of Pennsylvania, remon- 
strating against any alteration of the tariff of 1842; which, 
they allege, is rapidy restoring the national prosperity ; and 
deprecating the passage of the bill reported by the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, which they regard as destructive 
to the best interests of the country. 

By Mr. SEVERANCE: A petition in favor of the estate 
of the late James 8. Thatcher, purser in the United States 
Navy. 

By Mr. WETHERED: A petition from S. Feast, Henry 


|| Clay ‘Taylor, and two hundred and six voters of the Thir- 


teenth ward of Baltimore, representing that permanency in 
our revenue laws is indispensably necessary to promote the 
business operations of the country, and remonstrating 
against any change in the present tariff laws. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpar, “pril 6, 1844. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. TIBBATTS rose to present a resolution 
for the purpose of fixing half-past one o’clock 
this oe terminate the debate in the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union on bill 
(No. 126) entitled ‘*A bill making appropriations 


| for certain harbors and rivers,’’ after which time 


the committee should proceed to vote on amend- 


ments; and that four o’clock this afternoon should 
be fixed to terminate debate in the same commit- 


tee on another bill—bill (No. 203) ‘* making ap- 


| appropriations for certain harbors and rivers,’’ 


after which time the committee should proceed 
to vote on amendments offered to that bill. 

The SPEAKER stated that the resolution could 
only be received by unanimous consent. 

Mr. TIBBATTS moved to suspend the rules, 


| for the purpose of considering that resolution, 


After a conversation, in which Messrs. 
PAYNE, TIBBATTS, C. JOHNSON,WHITE, 
SEYMOUR of New York, HOPKINS, and 
others, took part, the resolution was modified by 
striking out that portion which related to the bill 
No. 203, and limiting the resolution to bill No. 


126—so modified as to fix two o’clock, instead of ' 





were harder to meet, because wholly foreign to” 


April 6 

half past one, for the terminati f — 
’ on 

| on that bill. OF the debate 

In that shape, the resolution was agreed to 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York, obtained p, 
mission to make a minority report from the < 
mittee of Ways and Means on the subject of = 
tariff, of which ten thousand extra copies we . 
ordered to be printed. - 

Mr. TIBBATTS then moved that the 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole op 
the state of the Union, for the purpose of contin. 
uing the consideration of bill (No. 126) making 
appropriations for certain harbors and rivers. 

he motion was agreed to, and Mr. Boyp took 
the chair; the pending question being on Mr 
Hoce’s motion to increase the appropriation for 
the improvementof the Mississippi, the Missouri 
the Arkansas, the Illinois, and the lower portion 
of the Ohio rivers, from $180,000 to $223,000, 

Mr. WHITE obtained the floor, and remarked 
that the House had agreed to terminate debate on 
this bill at two o’clock, and he was not disposed 
to occupy that limited time by any continuation 
of the political debate of yesterday, provided he 
could have an assurance that the time would be 
devoted to a consideration of this bill. If, how. 
ever, that debate was to be prosecuted, he should 
claim his portion of the time. 

Mr. TIBBATTS hoped and believed the short 
remaining time would be devoted to the consid. 
eration of this bill. 

Mr. WHITE, then, would yield the floor, and 
reserve the remarks he intended to make for 
some future occasion. 

Mr. HOUSTON said he had a word to say be. 
fore any bargains should be made in regard to this 
discussion. His friend from Kentucky [Mr. 
Tispatts} had no authority to bind this side of 
the House, and he presumed he did not desire to 
be so understood. As for himself, he would take 
his own course. He did not intend to go intoa 
party debate on this bill, and he believed his 
friends had no such intention. He said the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky [Mr. Wuire]} must take 
his own course, and upon his own responsibility, 
regardless of any pledges from Democrats. They 
had not sought a party debate at this time; but 
the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Davis] had 
thrown a fire-brand into the discussion, to the in- 
terruption and delay of the public business of the 
country. Neither he (Mr. H.) nor his friends 
were responsible for this unwarranted and un- 
provoked interruption; and, but for the repeated 
efforts of gentlemen on the other side, they might 
have been much further advanced in business 
than they are. He thought, therefore, the gen- 
tleman’s appeal to stop a party debate which his 
own colleague [Mr. Davis] had very improperly 
commenced on this bill, was out of place; and it 
should not influence him. They had opened the 
war, and he was willing to carry iton. As soon 
as the proper time arrived, he was for carrying 
the war into the enemy’s camp; and if the friends 
of this bill should lose it, they must charge it to 
those who had thrown the fire-brand into the de- 
bate. He therefore protested against any such 
arrangements. Let gentlemen take their own 
course, and stand responsible to the country for 
their action. As for Lisspelf, he had no bargains 
to make. 

Mr. WENTWORTH desired to say a word 
or two. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF also requested the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky to yield the floor. 

Mr. WHITE said he still retained the floor on 
this bill, to which he was friendly, and he was 
not to be thrown off his propriety by anything 
that could be said there. There had been one 
speech made on his side, and two on the other 
side, since this bill has been before the commit- 
tee; he, nevertheless, would yield the floor, asso 
short a time was allotted to this bill; and if any 
Democgat thought proper to continue the political 
| debate, he would do it at his peril; and he would 
| take his chance of getting the floor to make a re- 
He would now yield the floor, 


House 





| ply hereafter. 
and any man might take it that thought proper. 
Mr. PAYNE was willing to take the floor at 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


| his peril at this time. 

| [Cries of **Oh, Payne, don’t!’ 

| Mr. WENTWORTH. In my devotion to 
_ party I will yield to no man in this House. My 
| Votes, my whee life, bespeak me an ultra par- 


tisan, upon all party questions. But, sir, I can- 
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| tion on the part of some members to load down 
this bill with amendments which would insure its 
defeat. It was-true, the appropriations were 
small in proportion to the objects to be accom- 
plished; butif gentlemen would look at the con- 
dition of the Treasury, they would see that they 
could not well be greater. Gentlemen must see 
that if they increased the appropriations, and 


mated, | added others to them, they would endanger the 
Mr. TIBBATTS observed that the amendment || passage of the bill. He wished the bill to pass; 


aa agreed with the report of the engineer. j and in order that it might do so, he hoped it 

e thought it ought to be adopted. i would gothrough the committee in the shape that 
Mr. RATHBUN said he would be willing to || it was reported. 

vote for the bill in its original shape; but if this|| Mr. WELLER observed that he had an amend- 

amendment was adopted, he would be obliged to || ment which he proposed to offer, and in doing 80, 

vote against it. | he hoped he should not render himself obnoxious 
Mr. DICKEY said he did not think they need || to the charge of endeavoring to defeat the bill by 

apprehend ary danger from increasing the appro- || overloading it with amendments. 


~~ 


m litics into every relation of life. 
 rsausaion On this bill, by general consent, 
to close at two o’clock. We want all this time 
co mature the bill. The tariff bill will come up 
. Tuesday, and will be under discussion several 
weeks. Then gentlemen can talk upon every 
pan, every measure, and ee they please. 
| may then indulge my political propensities 
what. But I cannot now. Such a course 
could never be justified. It would be calamitous 
in the highest degree. There is no consideration 
that would induce me to follow the example of 
the honorable gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. 
Davis,] yesterday, and throw a party fire-brand 
into this debate. ‘This bill involves the interests 
of the whole West; and not only the safety of a 
vast amount of property depends upon it, but, 
what is above all price, a vast number of human 


ent merely to set gentlemen right, and particu- 
larly the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. 
Tuompson,} who seemed to think that the amend- | 
ment made yesterday in regard to the upper Ohio 
was too large. If the gentleman would look at 
the estimates sent down from the War Depart- 
ment, he would perceive that the sum stated in the | 
bill was not more than one half the amount esti- 






His colleague, 


jives. I entreat gentlemen, then, to hold up their 
wrath for a few short days, and give up all—all 
their attention to the intrinsic merits of this bill, 
whose passage is demanded by so many impera- 
tive considerations. Hoping that this appeal 
may be listened to, I cheerfully yield the floor. 
Mr. THOMPSON hoped the amendment would 
revail. It was just in itself; when it was com- 
red with the amendment adopted yesterday, it 
was imperiously demanded. There was a small 
rtion of the Ohio river where there was but a 
small stream, for which $100,000 had been appro- 
priated ; and yet, for the lower and more import- 
ant part of that river, and some four or five other 
large streams, on which floated their internal 
commerce, amounting to $20,000,000 per an- 
num, there was proposed but the paltry sum of 
4190,000—-being but $80,000 more than for the 
small stream of the upper part of the Ohio. 
Inaddition to this, aconsideration which should 
operate in relation to the improvement of the Mis- 
sissippi, was, that it was required for the saving 
of life and property, where both were imminently 
endangered. Where, as in the case of the upper 
Ohio, there was no danger threatening either life 
or property, the only end to be gained was sim- 
ply the rendering the navigation more easy. If 
they were to go upon that system, they would 
find a thousand streams which would equally 
claim the attention of Congress. These consid- 
erations were sufficient to justify him in saying 
that he hoped the amendment would be adopted. 
Mr. OWEN said he hoped the House would 
take the same course in relation to this amend- 
ment as they had done in reference to the amend- 





priations, so as to bring them up to the estimates | 


of the Department. 

Mr. HARDIN said gentlemen were mistaken 
in supposing that the sum of $223,000 was the 
estimate of the Department; it was the amount 


considered by the engineer necessary to keep the | 


snag-boats in operation. The estimates of the 
Department for the improvement of the Missis- 
sippi, Missouri, Ohio, and Arkansas rivers, was 
$443,000. 

Mr. SCHENCK said he should give this 
amendment his support, as he had yesterday 


supported the increase of the appropriation for | 


the upper Ohio. He thought it the best economy 
to appropriate a sufficient sum at once. He 
should feel justified, therefore, in voting for the 
increased appropriations. 

Mr. ABBOTT said he wasin favor of internal 
improvements, whether for the West, the East, 


the North, or the South. He was willing to vote | 


for the bill, because he believed it was for the 
interest of the West. 


Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York, said he re- | 


gretted that there should be any indisposition in 
any quarter to make full appropriations, so long 
as they had estimates from the proper Depart- 
ment. He thought they had sufficient data be- 


fore them to satisfy the House that the appropri- | 


ations ought to be increased beyond what the 
bill contained as reported. 


with the principles of sound policy. He had not 
risen for the purpose of going into a detailed 
statement of the benefits which his constituents 


| which the road is to pass. 


: ; : | Neither did he think || cent it as a modification of his amendment: 
it would conflict with the principles of true econ- || 


omy; and he was quite sure it would not conflict | 


perhaps, found the bill so framed to suit the in- 
terests of his constituents, and therefore could 


|| well object to amendments. 


Mr. J. BRINKERHOFF said that such was 
not the fact. There was an appropriation, it was 
true, in which his constituents were interested, 
but the amount was a very small one. 


Mr. WELLER observed that his colleacue 


| might not have found so large an appropriation 
| for the interests he represented as he wanted; but 


they had not entirely been overlooked in the bill. 
There were three great measures in which the 
West was deeply interested; two of which—the 


| removal of the obstructions from the Mississippi 
| and its tributaries, and the construction of harbors 
| in the western lakes—had been provided for, but 
|, the Cumberland road had been entirely overlooked. 
| He should offer an amendment to provide for the 


latter object; and, in doing so, he would only ask 
for $75,000 for each of the three States through 
He should also sub- 
mitan amendment for the construction of a bridge 
across the Ohio, which was as necessary for the 
transportation of the United States mail, as it 
was for connecting the two branches of the road 
together. 

Mr. HOUSTON offered the following, instead 
of the amendment of the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, (Mr. Buackwett,] and asked him to ac- 


For the continuation of the improvements on the Ten- 
nessee river, $56,769 33. 


Mr. BLACKWELL having assented, 


ment proposed yesterday to increase the appro- 
priation for the upper Ohio. He would be ex- 
tremely glad if the Wabash was included, for 
he regarded it as a far more important river than 
the Illinois. He would, at present, move no 
amendment; but if the Illinois river was to be in- 
cluded, as had been suggested, he would feel 
mp to move that the Wabash be also in- 
cluded. 

Mr. CROSS said he was no advocate for the 
distribution of the public treasure for local pur- 
poses. He was no advocate for prodigality in any 
form. He would oppose all appropriations of the 
public money, except for the general benefit of the 
whole country. So far as the Arkansas river was 


Mr. HOUSTON referred to a reportand bill of 
the Committee on Roads and Connie: made to the 
House in 1838, to show the great importance of 
the appropriation, and the value of the commerce 
on the Tennessee river. 

Mr. McCLELLAN Dentered into some expla- 
nation in relation to the conduct of the committee 
from which the bill was reported, 

Mr. McDOWELL made a remark about the || Mr. CHAPMAN spoke in support of the 
Illinois river, the purport of which was not heard. || amendment, remarking that it appeared that some 

Mr. C. JOHNSON asked if it was in order to || gentlemen entirely forgot that, on the map of this 
offg an amendment to the amendment? but was | country, there was such a stream as the noble 
informed that it was not. || Tennessee river. He spoke of its importance and 

The question was then taken on the amend- | its claims to consideration at some length. 
ment; and it was adopted—ayes 76, noes 51. || Mr. C. JOHNSON said it was known to the 

Mr. CULLOM moved an amendment appro- | older members of the House that he had always 


or any part of the country might realize from | 
these improvements. He gave in his adhesion | 
to the policy of improving our western waters, | 
and hoped it would find no objections from any 
quarter, and particularly from the State he came 
from, which was deriving such vast benefits from 
its western trade. 
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concerned, no one could entertain a doubt as to || priating $25,000 for clearing out obstructions in || opposed appropriations of this kind. He did $ 
the constitutional authority of Congress to take || the Cumberland river. |, not now expect to vote for this bill. If the ap- ¥ 
measures for its improvement. Its improvement y 


Mr. BLACKWELL offered the following || propriations in this bill had been limited to the 
amendment to the amendment: | removal of the snags in the Mississippi and Mis- 
And for the improvement of the Tennessee river from the || 80Url by snag boats, as had been practiced for 
foot of the Muscle Shoals to the mouth of French Broad || some years past, he would probably have given 
river, $50,000. || it his support ; but it is now extended to other 
Mr. PAYNE obtained the floor, and commenced || rivers of little importance, such as the Arkansas 
a continuation of his reply to the speech of Mr. || and Illinois, as well as to the Ohio; and, in his 
Davis, of Kentucky, of yesterday. || opinion, appropriations for those rivers would be 
Messrs. HOUSTON, J. BRINKERHOFF, | a useless expenditure of the public money; and 
and STEENROD appealed to the gentleman from || he should therefore vote against the bill. But if 
Alabama to take some other opportunity of mak- || this system was to go on, other rivers than those 
ing his general speech in reply to the gentleman || named in the bill deserved the consideration of 
from Kentucky, and to let the limited timeallowed || the House. The President had recommended an 
to the bill be confined to a discussion of the merits || improvement of the western waters in his annuel 
of the bill itself. || message, and this had been referred to the Com- 
Mr. PAYNE observed that, much as he was || mittee on Commerce. This committee does not 
opposed to the bill before the committee, he could | seem to have noticed any of the rivers running 
not resist the appeal from its friends. He would, | into the Mississippi from the eastern side except 
therefore, forego his speech on the present occa- || the Ohio. All other rivers seem to have been for- 
sion, but it would be with much reluctance. || gotten or overlooked. The Tennessee and Cum- 
Mr. J. BRINKERHOFF appealed to the || ews are wholly omitted, probably because no 
friends of the bill not to overload it with amend- | member of that committee was from the section 
ments. He was not disposed to be uncharitable, | of the country watered by those rivers. 
but it appeared to him that there was a disposi- || ‘The Cumberland river had heretofore been no- 


was an object of great naticnal importance. The 
Indian tribes who had been located by this Gov- 
ernment at an expense of $15,000,000, westward 
of Arkansas, it was well known were in a state 
of enmity; and it was necessary that forts should 
be kept up along the frontier. ‘These forts could, 
with very great difficulty, be supplied, unless the 
navigation of that river were improved. If the 
navigation of that river were confined to the 
State, he would then regard it as a local subject. 

ut this was not the case; it extended three or 
four hundred miles beyond the limits of the State. 
If the State of Arkansas was more powerful, it 
would probably be courted in view of the coming 
contest; but containing, as it did, but a popula- 
tion of a little over one hundred thousand, it was 
to be feared that her interestsewould not be so 
much regarded by gentlemen as those of some 
other States. 

Mr. VINTON said he should vote for the prop- 
Osition to increase the appropriation, because he 
believed the amount could be well applied; and, 
indeed, a much larger sum. But he rose at pres- 
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ticed by the House, and withinafew years appro- || dred miles long, and the river two hundred and 


priations had been made for it exceeding one hun- 


i} 
i 
i 


fifty from the termination of the canal. Is itim- 


dred thousand dollars. The same had been done | portant to improve the Mississippi above the 


by the Tennessee; and yet they are to be wholly 
neglected in a bill purporting to be for the im- 
provement of the western waters. He felt him- 
self justified in stating that the commerce of the 
Cumberland greatly exceeded the commerce of 
both the Arkansas and Illinois; and that proba- 
bly the commerce of the Tennessee and Cum- 
berland was five times as great as those of the 
others combined. 

The obstructions in the Cumberland and Ten- 
nessee were equal if not greater than any in the 
other rivers mentioned. They had been exam- 
ined by the engincers, reported on, and frequent 
appropriations made, and stood as much in need 
of the assistance of the Government as any of 
the rivers provided for, except the Mississippi 
and Missouri. 

Mr. J. expressed the opinion that not much 
advantage would arise to the country from the 
improvement of any of those rivers, except the 
Mississippi and Missouri and perhaps the Red 
river; except the advantages which the country 
would derive from the disbursement of the public 
money in the different sections of the country. 
And in this point of view, equal advantages 
should be given to other sections of the country, 
to those provided for in this bill. He trusted, 
therefore, that the members favoring this system 
would extend equal justice to every other section. 


If the public money is to be squandered, justice | 


and fairness required a more equitable distribu- 
tion should be made than is provided in this bill. 

Mr. RHETT remarked that the House was 
representing every portion of this Union, and not 
any particular sections. 


Mr. THOMPSON said he would not vote for | 


the amendment, because he was not disposed to 
jeopard the passage of the bill. 

Mr. WENTWORTH said he regretted to see 
sO many amendments in contemplation. They 
appeared to him not made in ernest, but to de- 
feat the bill. 


Indeed, several gentlemen had told | 


him that they were going to oppose the whole | 


bill because the Illinois river was inserted. But 
yet, without making a direct attack on that im- 
portant national highway, so declared by the 


ordinance of 1787, they were trying to defeat the | 


bill by indirection. He hoped gentlemen would 
define their positions boldly, and quit their fatal 
amendments. Of all attacks in the world, he 
hated those from the ambush. This bill associ- 
ates the Illinois river where it properly belongs— 
among the great rivers of the West. 
Monroe asserts that— 


* Congress has unlimited power to raise money ; and, in 
its appropriations, it has a discretionary power, restricted 


President 


only by the duty to appropriate it to purposes of common | 


defense, and of general, notlocal, of national, and not State 
benefit.”’ 

From this text, I think I can prove the Illinois 
river entitled to an appropriation. 

Again: President Jackson’s strong objection to 
the Maysville road was, that it had ** no connec- 
tion with any established system of improve- 
ments.’’ I shall contend that the improvement 
of this river would be not only of general and na- 
tional benefit, but connects great, important, and 
permanent systems of improvements. The doc- | 
trines laid down in General Jackson’s Wabash 
veto message have been carefully examined by 
me with reference to their effect on this bill; and 
I find no sentence, no line, no word, inconsistent 
with it. Appropriations have been made for the 
Kennebeck, Genesee, Hudson, and Connecticut 
rivers, and the Cieapeake and Ohio canal, the 
Delaware and the Raritan, the Dismal Swamp, 
and the Louisville and Portland canal. The most, 
if not all of these, were sanctioned by General 
Jackson. 

The act of Congress granting land for the com- 
pletion of the Illinois and Michigan canal, which 
connects, by an inland route, New York with 
New Orleans, Chicago with St. Louis, Canada 
with the whole Mississippi valley—has given this 
river a national importance. That act stipulates 
for the transportation of the munitions of war free 
from toll. And the main support of this canal must 


be from the produce, the merchandise, and pas- | 


sengers passing up and down this river, Without 


mouth of the Illinois, (and I say it is very im- 
portant,) it is equally so to improve the Illinois, 
which takes at least half the tonnage and half the 
merchandise that ascends the Mississippi to that 
point; and the same may be said of property on 
the downward passage, the Illinois bearing quite 
as much as the upper Mississippi. What we now 
see, however, is scarce a shadow of that future 
which shall witness the opening of the canal and 
its lateral branch designed to bring into it all the 
wealth of the great valley watered by the Fox 
and Rock rivers, and also the lead and copper 
trade of the extreme north. And, sir, Govern- 
ment would derive essential aid, as well as the 
people, from a donation of land, of which it has 
a plenty in the vicinity, for the completion of this 
lateral canal, so important to the main trunk, and 
commodious to our mercantile and agricultural 
interests. 

It is proposed to make a navigable feeder from 
Fox river to the Illinois and Michigan canal, to 
supply the Summit canal with water. 
has been surveyed from a point on Fox river to 
a pointon the main canal, adistance of only thirty 
miles. The cost is estimated at $330,000, and its 
capacity forty feet surface and four feet water. 
This opens a communication from the lakes into 
the heart of the rich valley of Fox river, which 
is unsurpassed in productive resources by any 
portion of the United States. By extending this 
line from the Fox to the Rock river, a distance 
of about sixty miles, it will form a continuous 
line of canal, leading from the Illinois and Mich- 
igan canal, through the Fox river valley to Rock 
river. It is ascertained that a dam at or near 
Rockford would make the river navigable above 
for a distance of about sixty miles. The Picka- 


tolica, a branch that enters Rock river near the | 


site of the proposed dam, is known to be naviga- 
ble, without further improvement, a distance of 
more than one hundred miles, which leads into 
the lead and copper regions of the north. Rock 
river is also navigable for sixty miles below the 
mouth of the proposed dam. Thus it will be seen 
that a connection made between the Illinois and 
Michigan canal and Rock river would make an 
outlet from present river navigation of two hun- 
dred and twenty miles, and open a market for the 
whole country bordering upon Rock and Fox 
rivers and their tributaries; and also secure a cheap 
and ready conveyance for the whole lead trade of 
Illinois and Wisconsin. The fact that large quan- 
tities of lead are annually wagoned from the min- 
eral region to Chicago and Milwaukee, a distance 
of one hundred and seventy miles, shows that, if 
this canal was constructed, as it will be ere long, 
it would pass through this channel. The section 
of country that would be accommodated by this 
canal contains four million and a half acres of 


land, every acre of which is susceptible of culti- || 


vation, and capable of yielding the most abumd- 
antcrops. This section of country already num- 


| bers one hundred thousand of the most enterpris- 


i 
| 
i 
} 


ing, industrious, and intelligent inhabitants to be 
found in this country; and is capable of support- 
ing two million people. By the construction of 
this canal, the inhabitants in the northwestern 


part of Illinois and a large portion of Wisconsin, | 


could get their supplies of lumber, coal, salt, sugar, 
cotton, and merchandise in general, at a much 
reduced price from its present cost; and they could 
save, in the shipment of their minerals and the 
product of the soil, nearly as much as all their 


present annualearnings. I willsay nothing about | 
the copper mines, yet comparatively undeveloped | 


in this region of nature’s great laboratory, where 
some fifteen hundred pigs were sold the past sea- 


son; but will call attention to the great increase || 


in the lead trade, which is yet greatly retarded 
for the want of better, cheaper, and safer means 
of conveyance. The sales from all points in— 


JR41 were ..secesovee oe stesee ee eeeeeee + 463,400 pigs. 
RGOD oo cidade cdedic ccovevdodest coveseeieretanee & 
1843..... 066 no 000s cove sessidees secnisena@eneee .** 


And it is safe to estimate 1,000,000 for 1844. 


This increased business in the extreme north must | 


increase the demand for all the various articles of 


merchandise from ovr eastern and southern cities; || 
and the protection of this commerce, scattered to | 


this river in a navigable condition, the canal would |) all parts of the Union, is the chief object of this 


lose its chief importance. The canal is one hun- |) bill. 


I have not the means of furnishing the sta- 
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tistics of wheat, corn, pork, beef, and other 
|| of this immenee tract of country seeking the 
| and East, as the great points at which t 
|, change its products for the various artic 
| merchandise; and, if J had, it would be no ey; 
|rion for the future. In 1840, nine counties ;, 
|| Wisconsin produced 197,225 bushels of wheat 
| 25,966 head of cattle,45,136 hogs, and 7,564 1,,. 
| of lead. I venture the assertion, that these in 
|| ducts were more than doubled the past pod 
| The increase is surpassing what was once consid. 
ered the most extravagant estimates. ; 
| The great southern mail is transported on this 
river until it reaches La Salle, the termination of 
| the great national canal which is to connect som, 
|eighteen thousand miles of inland navigable 
| waters. The business on this river has already 
| briskly commenced, and there will be risked on 
|| its waters, the coming season, over one Million 
| dollars, aside from shipping, and many hundred 
|| thousand human lives. . 
| But its main importance, in a national point of 
| View, cannot be estimated in time of peace, [; 
there should ever again be a rupture between this 
| 


trade 
South 
0 ex. 
les of 


| 
| 
|| country and Great Britain, we should find oy; 
northern lakes covered with British forces from 


i 
the Welland canal; and should they get posses. 
| Sion of a very few important points, they would 
| break up all communication in that direction, and 
| our only access to the lakes with our troops and 
| munitions of war would be through this very 
_river; and the same would be the case with all 
| the country about Lake Michigan. I consider 
| this appropriation of great national importance, 
_and I hope gentlemen will withdraw their oppo- 
| sition; and if not so, that the proposition to strike 
| it out will be voted down by a majority sufficient 
|| to silence all opposition for the future. 
It is asked why we do not ask for a specific 
| appropriation for this river? In the first place 
| we are willing to trust the importance of all the 
contemplated improvements to the discretion of 
| those, the business of whose lives has been en- 
‘grossed in a study of the topography of this 
country, and in the Improvement of its great nav- 
igable thoroughfares. As the Illinois river is one 
| of the most important branches of the Missis- 
sippi in point of shipping, it would be safest to 
| let the responsibility of stating how much of the 
aggregate sum for all the rivers could, to the best 
advantage of the nation, and in justice to the 
| great importance of the other streams, be diverted 
| to this. 
In the second place, if we should have a spe- 
| cific appropriation, it would take the most of the 
| first year’s appropriation to procure the machin- 
ery and implements necessary to commence op- 
erations; and it would require separate officers and 
| workmen; whereas, under this general appropri- 
| ation, at a season most befitting, the general su- 
perintendent of the improvements on the Missis- 
|| sippicould take up the machinery and implements 
already owned by Government, and, in a very 
few days could remove the principal obstructions 
to the navigation of this very important river, 
/and at a comparatively trivial expense. 

In the third place, the bill is drawn up to meet 
| any constitutional scruples which the President 
/may have. For one, I see nothing in this bill 
| contradictory to the doctrines laid down by Pres- 

ident Jackson, in his veto of the Wabash river. 
I always understood General Jackson to be in 
favor of improving the Mississippi river and all 
its tributaries up to the point at which they were 
navigable at ordinary seasons of the year; and 
| the Illinois is a direct, and very important tribu- 
tary of the Mississippi, navigable to the term- 
|| ination of the canal at all seasons, and carrying 
| the great southern mail. That President Tyler 
|| approves of all General Jackson’s vetoes, I can 
| safely say. That he will approve of this bill 
|| whilst containing this appropriation, I am confi- 
| dent. But, in case he is opposed to the improve- 
| ment of the Ilinois, he is under no necessity of 
| 











' vetoing the whole bill. The disbursements under 

it are at his discretion, through the Secretary of 
| War and the topographical department. He 
can sign the bill, with the explanations that he 
shall order no improvements of the Illinois on 
constitutional grounds. It will then be for Con- 


| 
1} 
} 
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gress to say whether the whole appropriation 
| shall go to the other rivers, or whether a part 
|| shall be withheld; and every one knows that the 
\. others need much more than the largest sum pro- 
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for them on this floor. But I am enter- | 
iaining no fears of such a veto; and those bring- | 
ing up such objections seem rather to hope than 
it. 

oe the importanc@ of all western improve- 
ments, it is not expected that I can say much of | 
interest, after the protracted discussion on the 
reference of the President’s message, which took || 

lace at the commencement of this session. Itis | 
sufficient to say that 12,000,000 people and fifteen 
States and two Territories, are more or less in- 
terested in this bill, and that the interest of all 
the others in it is not very remote. And this 
appropriation, slight as it is, is scattered over 
30,000 miles of coast, 2,000 of which belong to 
a foreign country. The plain of the Mississi ppl 
alone covers an area of 432,000 square miles, ex- 
tending from north to south twelve degrees, and 
ten from east to west. And, in addition to the 
greatly increasing lead trade already alluded to, 
| might mention that the lumber trade from the 
St, Croix and Chippewa countries is greatly in- 
creasing also. And I may add here that two 
thirds of the tonnage of the United States belong 
to the West, and that amount greatly exceeds the 
whole tonnage of Great Britain ten years ago. || 
And this trade is not exclusively domestic, as | 
many would infer at first sight. Last year, there | 
cleared from the United States for Canada 1,343 | 
yessels, amounting to 229,000 tons, with 18,000 | 
men and boys; and from our Atlantic ports, to 
Great Britain, Scotland, and Ireland, 287 vessels, 
amounting to 150,000 tons, with 6,000 men and 
boys; and to all the ports of the world, 4,52 
yessels, amounting to 740,500 tons, with 43,377 | 
men and boys. Thus, we see that our Canadian | 
trade equals two fifths of the vessels, tonnage, | 
and men we employ in commerce with the whole 
world. It is this commerce which we wish to || 
protect; and we will be satisfied with much less 
than two fifths of what has been expended on the | 
Atlantic frontier. A few more statistics may not | 
beamiss. Four towns, namely, Cleveland, De- 
troit, Sandusky, and Chicago, last year exported | 
1,894,992 bushels of wheat, and 812,903 barrels 
of four. Atthe opening of the New York canals, 
theré will be ready, in storehouses, the following 
amounts of produce, from a few towns only: 














Flour, Wheat, Pork, || 
harrels. bushels. barrels. || 
Buffalo. wc sccccccces bsiabes 15,000 30,000 - 
Black Rock...... cece o vexed 60800 20,000 ° | 
Milan.... s+ peanisb ed me a0 8 tae - 200.000 - 
Toledo..... $0060 e900 coseee .+. 18,000 30,000 - 
PM ac ink s0.000 deus cseses, MOO 40,000 - 
DU hnc eee sve ccecescesces - 100,000 : . 
Be. Joweph 206 cescccsec:cccce 65,000 50,000 3,500 | 
Michigan City.....seceeseees - 4,000 210,000 - 
CHICAS .ccccrccceccreresesece 30,000 350,000 25,000 
TONS ies Sica scceseccess cM ye 28,500 





930,000 





These statistics are incomplete, and are only | 
given as a very faint idea of the business of the | 
very many towns on the shores of the great lakes. | 
Could we obtain this, and to it add the amount | 
of trade gathered from the towns along the Mis- | 
sissippi and its far-distant tributaries, we could | 
soon show what irresistible claims we have to | 


ey far greater appropriations than we now ask | 
or. 

There is one more light in which I wish to | 
view this subject. Every improvement like thoge | 
now asked for, encourages emigration to the West,” 
and so increases the demand for public lands, of | 
which all the western States contain more or less. | 
The Government needs the money arising from | 
the sale of these lands, and the States wish them | 
hurried into market, so as to tax them; as the | 
States, too, are greatly indebted. But give them | 
the power to tax every acre of land within their 
boundaries, and we shall hear no more of their | 
refusing to pay their interest or their principal. 
And yet, this power they cannot have until the 
land has been sold for five years; and, for the last 
five years, Government has pursued such a par- 
stmonious policy to the West, that the demand 
for the land has been comparatively very small. 
When people hear the western States taunted with 
not paying their debts, let them remember that 
this very Government is the cause of it. Not 
quite one half of the land of Illinois is yet tax- 
able, and fifteen million acres are yet unsold. A 
discreet outlay of one million of these fifte@, or 
the value thereof, in the improvement of the Des 
Moines and Rock Island rapids in the Missis- 














delay the sales of our public lands, and put off 
| the payment of our State as well as our national | 


! . 

| pected or experienced. 
| good intention, and mocks every honest effort. 

| But, at the next session, the great conflict will 


|| would 
| (Mr. Brinkernorr] had told them that, at a | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


sippi; in the completion of the Cumberland road, | 
and of the Northern Cross railroad from Quincey |! 


' to Danville; in the improvement of the Hlinois 


and Wabash rivers; in the completion of the Illi- 
nois and Michigan canal, with a lateral branch to | 
Fox and Rock rivers; the completion of the har- 
bor at Chicago, and erection of light houses at 
Chicago and Littlefort, which embrace all our 
propositions before Congress—would bring the 


| remaining fourteen millions into immediate mar- | 
| ket, would add thousands to the population of 

| our State, and hasten on that happy day (which | 
| L hope I shall live to see) when Illinois shall be 


out of debt. 


Delay our appropriations, and you 


debt. And during this delay, the expenses of || 
seven land offices are kept up; when, in one year, | 
by a proper policy, the most of the lands might |! 
be sold, and all the offices closed but one. 

Sir, this is the President-making session; and 
from all such but little good has ever been ex- 
Jealousy thwarts every 


be over, and men will be left to follow the im- | 
pulses of their own consciences with a less degree | 
of censure. And then will be the time to dispose | 
of this land question, when the political character 
of our Government will still be triangular, and 
when it is hoped the three conflicting parties may | 
be able to unite on some plan to dispose of them 
to the States in which they are, or in some other | 
way, as that they all may be speedily sold, and | 


their proceeds may be capable of getting our na- || 


tion out of debt, and improving the condition and | 
° ‘a ‘ © : i. 2 | 

credit of the States in which they lie. For one, | 

sir, | pledge myself to bring forward some prop- 


osition of the kind at the earliest possible period || 


of the next session; and I will be willing tocom- | 
promise it for any more favorable plan that will 
bring about a speedy sale, and so the sooner make 


‘| taxable every acre of our public domain. 


Mr. JAMESON said, lest he should not have 
another opportunity of defining his position, he 
do so now. ‘The gentleman from Ohio 


proper time, he intended to propose to amend the 
bill by adding 
Mr. STEENROD observed that it was not in 


| 





| order for the gentleman to discuss an amendment | 


which had not been proposed. 

Mr. JAMESON said the gentleman from Ohio 
notonly gave notice that he would offer an amend- 
ment, but. proceeded to give reasons in fayor of 
that amendment. 

Mr. HOUSTON said the gentleman was strict- | 
ly in order. He was but replying to arguments 
which had been advanced in the debate. 

Mr. JAMESON said his whole object was, not 
to be placed in a false position. He had always 
been in favor of the Cumberland road, but he 
would not support the proposition as an amend- | 
ment to this bill. It ought to be brought forward 
as a separate proposition. 

Mr. HENLEY called the attention of the com- 
mittee to an amendment he proposed to offer, 
when in order to do so, to apply $25,000 of the 
sum appropriated for the Ohio river, between 
Pittsburg and Louisville, to the clearing out the 
channel of said river above the falls. As it prob- 
ably would not be in order for him to make any 
remarks at the time when he should be enabled 
to offer the amendment, he proposed to take this 
occasion to say a few words in explanation of its 
necessity. Mr. H. then went on to state that, by 
the clearing out of the channel, a number of small 
boats might pass the falls, which were now obliged | 
to pay the enormous tolls exacted by the canal 
company. He would undertake to say that the 


| 


coal boats of Pennsylvania alone paid enough | 


tolls in one year to make the desired improve- 
ment. He had seen fifty boats at one time, wait- 
ing for a rise in the river, rather than pay the 
exorbitant tolls charged on that canal. 

Mr. SCHENCK made a few'remarks in sup- | 
port of the amendment that would be offered for | 
the continuation of the Cumberland road. 

The hour of two o’c'ock having arrived, all de- | 
bate was terminated, as provided by resolution; | 
and the committee proceeded to vote on the pend- 
ing amendments. 

On the amendment to the amendment proposed 
by Mr. Houston, tellers were called for. 


egos eeen nea eee emesaaneaoneeamamemeae 


1} 
| 


Messrs. Wrxrnrop and THompson were ap- 
pointed; and they reported—ayes 30, noes 76; no 
quorum voting. | 

Several other gentlemen then voted to make a 
quorum; and there were—ayes 33, noes 86. 

So the amendment was ! 

The vote was then taken on the original amend- 
ment; and it was rejected—ayes 45, noes 86. 

Mr. McDOWELL moved to strike out the 
word ** Illinois.’ 

Mr. DOUGLAS said he had been for some 
time confined by sickness; and as he felt a deep 
interestin this question, he appealed to the cour- 
tesy of the committee to indulge him in a few re- 


ost 


| marks, to show why this proposition ought not 


to prevail. 
The CHAIRMAN 
order. 
Mr. DOUGLAS said he did not claim it asa 
right, but appealed to the indulgence of the com- 
mittee to favor him with a hearing. 
Mr. WENTWORTIHL said his colleague had 
been confined for six weeks; and he hoped the 
House would accede to his request. 
Mr. HARDIN would move a suspension of the 
rules, for the purpose of accomplishing the object 
of his colleague. 
The CHAIRMAN intimated that such a mo- 
tion could not be entertained in committee. 
Mr. WINTHROP said he should be very* 
happy to hear the gentleman from Illinois; but 
| the House bad instructed the Committee of the 
| Whole to terminate debate on this bill at two 
o’clock, and then proceed to vote; and the com- 
mittee could not go beyond the instructions of 
the House. 

Mr. WENTWORTH appealed to the common 
consent of the committee. 

Mr. WHITE said, if every member of the 
committee consented, it could not be done; for 


said debate was not in 


|| the committee had no power to annul a resolu- 


tion of the House. 

Mr. WELLER objected to the continuation of 
this discussion. 

The CHAIRMAN then put the question on 
the motion*to strike out the word * [linots;’’ and 
the vote being taken by Messrs. McDowext and 

| Harpiy, as tellers, the amendment was negatived 
—ayes 44, noes 70. 

| Mr. WRIGHT, of Indiana, moved to insert the 

| word ** Wabash”’ after the word ‘ Illinois.”’ 

| ‘The vote was taken by Messrs. Hammerr, and 

| Wraieur of Indiana, as tellers; and it was adopted 


|| —ayes 70, noes 49. 


| Mr. HOUSTON moved to insert the word 
‘« Tennessee;’’ which was rejected, the vote, taken 
by the same tellers, being—ayes 49, noes 66. 

| Mr.PEYTON moved to insert the word ** Cum- 
berland.”’ 

Theamendment was rejected —ayes 52, noes 67. 

| Mr.A.JOHNSON offered the following amend- 

| ment: 


And be it further enacted, That the sum of $100,000 be, 
and the same is hereby, appropriated for the improvement 
of Holston river, and all its tributaries; to be drawn and 
expended at such time, and in such manner, by the com- 
missioners now appointed by the laws of ‘Tennessee, as in 
their opinion will be best calculated to promote the great 
commercial interest of the eastern portion of the State of 
‘Tennessee. 

nd be it further enacted, That the city of Knoxville, in 
Knox county, Tennessee, be, and te same is hereby, de- 
clared a port of entry. 


| Mr. J. in offering this amendment, observed 

that he did not wish to be understood as express- 
ing any opinion as to the power of Congress to 
make these appropriations. 

Mr. BARNARD moved to amend, by insert- 
ing: 

For the improvement of the navigation of the Hudson 
river below Aibany, $80,000. 

The vote upon this amendment was taken by 
tellers; who reported—ayes 52, noes 70. 

The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. SLIDELL moved to amend by inserting: 


For the improvement of the navigation of the Red river, 
| $50,000 
The amendment was rejected. 


|| Mr. STILES offered the following amendment: 


That $50,000 be appropriated for the removal of obstruc- 
tions in the Savannah river, placed there during the revo- 
lutionary war for national defense. — 


i The amendment was rejected. 


| Mr. PATTERSON offered to amend the ap- 
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propriation of $10,000 to improve the harbor at | 


| 


the mouth of Genesee river, and insert in its 
— $20,000. Also, to add, after the thirty-ninth | 
ine: 

Five thousand dollars to improve the mouth of Sandy | 
Creek upon Lake Ontario, in the county of Monroe. 


Mr. HUNT, of New York, offered an amend- 
ment making an appropriation of $25,000 for the 


improvement of Eighteen mile Creek, on Lake 
Ontario. 


The amendment was rejected. 
Mr. LYON offered an amendment appropriat- 


THE 
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praying the improvement of the Wabash river; which was 

| referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

| Also, the petition of Peter Langlois, praying relief in a | 
case where a patent has issued to him for the wrong piece 





of land; which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

By Mr. JAMESON: The petition of sundry citizens of 
different counties in the State of Missouri, praying for the 
improvement of the western rivers, and St. Louis harbor ; | 
which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. BRODHEAD: The memorial of Charles W.Ash- 
ley and thirty-seven others, citizens of Carbon county, 
Pennsylvania, against any repeal or modification of the 
tariff act of 1842. 

| By Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana : The memorials of George 





. - | G.D { ye ors sawre i- 
ing $12,000 for the harbor at the mouth of Kala- | “| Se Ne a ee ee 


mazoo river; and $12,500 for the improvement of 
the harbor at the mouth of Grant river. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. TUCKER moved to strike out all after the 
enacting clause of the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the motion 
was not in order. 

Mr. RODNEY moved to amend the bill by 
adding appropriations for a variety of objects of 
internal improvements, which are enumerated in 


another bill before the House. | 


The CHAIRMAN decided that the motion was | 


nat in order, on the ground that the amendment 


was substantially, though not entirely, the same || 


as another bill before the House. 
» Mr. RODNEY appealed from the decision of | 
the Chair. 

The question was taken on the appeal, and the 
decision of the Chair was sustained—ayes 78, 
noes 53. 


Mr. ROGERS moved to amend the bill by in- 


serting * $50,000,” instead of ** $20,000,”’ for the || 


preservation of harbors on the lakes not enumer- | 
ated in the bill. 


The amendment was rejected. 
Mr. McCONNELL offered the 
amendment: 


For repairs of the natural bridge in Rockingham county, | 
Virginia, $100,000 ; and for the improvementof the naviga- | 
tion of Salt river, $25,000. 


j 


following 


Mr. WHITE asked if there had been asurvey || 


of Salt river? 


CART ATE . || Michigan, for the establishmennt of a post route from Pon- 
Mr. McCONNELL said that a number of || 


Whigs who had been there reported that there 
were many obstructions in the river. 
The amendment was rejected. 
Mr. WELLER offered an amendment to come | 
in as two additional sections to the bill; the one 
appropriating $75,000 for the continuation of the 
Cumberland road in the State of Ohio; $75,000 
for the continuation of said road in the State of 


Indiana; and $75,000 for the continuation of said || Representatives, by their Clerk, announcing the 
road in the State of Illinois. The other section || death of Hon. Heman Auten Moone, a Repre- | 
appropriating $25,000 for building a bridge across || Sentative in Congress from the State of Ohio, and 

|| the adoption of resolutions testifying the respect 
| of that body for the memory of the deceased; 


the Ohio river at Wheeling. 


Mr. HUGHES offered an amendment to the 
amendment appropriating $500,000 for the con- 
struction of a national road to the seat of gov- 
ernment of the State of Missouri. 

The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. HOLMES offered an amendment to the 
amendment appropriating $5,000,000 for extend- 
ing the Cumberland road to the Oregon terri- 
tory. 

“he amendment was rejected. 

The question was then taken on Mr. WELLER’s 
amendment, and it was rejected. 

Some other amendments were proposed, and 
negatived. 

Mr. PARMENTER proposed to strike outa 
portion of the bill, the effect of which would be 
to leave the items of $100,000 and $223,000, and 
to strike out the residue. 

The amendment was negatived. 


Mr. HAMMETT inquired if it was in order 
to propose to add the following item: 

For the improvement of our harbor of Galveston, $10,000. 

The amendment was not entertained. 

Mr. TIBBATTS moved that the committee 
lay aside the bill to be reported to the House, 
and take up bill No. 203. 

After some conversation, the committee rose, 
and reported the bill to the House. 

The House then adjourned. 


|| and the village of Palmyra, in the county of Jefferson, to 


The following petitions, presented to-day, were handed | 


to.the reporters by the members presenting them : 1 
By Mr PETTIT: The petition of John B. Semans and 


ana; of Andrew Waters and fifteen others, of Sullivan 
county, Indiana; of George H. Johnson and thirty-five 
others, of Monroe county, Indiana; and of Elijah Master, 
and sixty-five others, of the sixth congressional district, 
Indiana, praying a grant of land in the Vincennes land dis 
trict, Indiana, for the completion of the Wabash and Erie 
canal to the Ohio river. 


By Mr. HOGE: The petition of George Rockwell and || His character was pure and virtuous; we 


one hundred and thirty four others, citizens of Warsaw, in 
the county of Hancock, and State of Illinois, praying Con- 
gress to make appropriations for the immediate improve- 
ment of the upper Mississippi and Missouri rivers, and the 
security of the harbor of St. Louis; which was referred to | 
| the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


liam Wolf, and numerous other citizens of Schuylkill coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania, protesting against any interference with 
the tariff of 1842. 

By Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin : The petition of two hun- 
dred and sixty-four citizens of Milwaukee county, Territory 
of Wisconsin, asking Congress for an appropriation for a 
road from the town of Milwaukee, via Hash’s Rapids, on 
Rock river, to Port Winmegago, in said Territory; which 
| was referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Also, the petition of ninety-nine citizens of the county of 
Walworth, Territory of Wisconsin, asking the establish- 
ment of a mail route or post road from Prairieville, in the 
| county of Milwaukee, via North Prairie, in said county, 


| White Water, in the county of Walworth ; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. McILVAINE: The remonstrance of Samuel A. 
| Whitaker and one hundred and seventeen others, citizens 
of Pheenixville, Pennsylvania, against any change what- 
ever in the present tariff laws. 

Also, the remonstrance of Samuel A. Whiteville, Wil- 
liam Chandler, and sixty two others, citizens of Chester 
county, Pennsylvania, on the same subject. 

By Mr. HUNT, of Michigan: The petition of L. L. Treat | 
and one hundred and four others, citizens of the State of | 





tiac, Oakland county, Michigan, to Orion, in the same 
| county; which was referred to the Committee on the Post | 
| Office and Post Roads. 


wrt 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, -fpril 8, 1844. 


| Immediately after the reading of the Journal, 
| A message was received from the House of 


Mr. TAPPAN said: Mr. President, the mes- 
sage from the House announcing the death of my 
honorable colleague of that body, imposes upon 
me the solemn and painful duty of moving the 
honors usually paid to the memory of those who, 
having been our brethren in the public service, 
have left us to pass that bourn whence no trav- 
eler returns. 

Heman ALLen Moore wasa native of the town 
of Plainfield, Vermont. His parents were respect- 
able, but poor. He was a self-educated man. 
About six years ago he removed to Ohio, and set- 
tled with his family inthe city of Columbus. He 
had chosen the law for his profession; but being 
poor, he sought and obtained employment as a 
schoolmaster for present support. His learning, 
his talents, and correct deportment, soon gained | 
for him the good will of the society around him; 
his business asa lawyer increasing, he devoted his 
whole attention to its labors; and such was his 
character and standing, that before he had lived in 
the State six years, he was promoted to the office 
of adjutant general of her militia. At the last elec- 
tion for members of Congress in Ohio in the Co- 
lumbus district, in which were many akle men 
who were candidates for nomination, he was pre- | 
ferred to all his competitors, and was elected by 
the people. . 

General Moore had not been many weeks at- 
tending Congress until he was compelled by dis- 
ease to devote his whole care to his own preserv- 


which being read, | 
| 








ation; he so far recovered as to attend again a few || careerasa 
ninety-six Others, citizens of ‘Tippecanoe county, Indiana, || days in the House, but it was evident that he was || not misplace 
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By Mr. RAMSEY: The petition of Aquila Bolton, Wil- || 


| receive, would restore hi® health. 


| 


} 


E. 





April 8, 


exerting himself beyond his strength; th : 
of his friends eoineided with his oa opinion ae 
a visit to his family, the exercise of the Sh 
and the repose and kind attentions he would there 
: It was a mis. 
take; for fiom the time he left here, his Strengt} 
declined; and when he arrived there, on the Sst 
of March, it was evident that he had returned . 
his family but to die in their embraces. Op the 
3d of April he expired. 
General Moore was a well educated man 
Though not blessed with a hardy frame and ro. 
bust health, he possessed great intellectual ep. 


ergy. His death, at the early age of thirty-four 
isa ean to his family, and a great loss to 
ii 


the State which had adopted him. His political 
opinions were soundly Democratic. Of his opin. 


| lons upon theological subjects, nothing is known, 


| 





| 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


may 
therefore conclude, that— 


** For forms of faith while graceless bigots fight, 
His can*t be wrong whose life is in the right.” 


Mr. T. concluded by submitting the following 
resolutions: 


Resolved, That the Senate has received with deep sengi- 


| bility the communication from the House of Representa. 
| tives, announcing the death of Hon. Heman ALLEN Moorz, 
| a Representative in Congress from the State of Ohio. 


Resolved, That in tohen of sincere and high respect for 
the memory of the deceased, the members and officers of 
the Senate will weur crape on the left arm, as mourning, 
for thirty days. 

Resolved, ‘That, as a further mark of respect, the Senate 
do now adjourn. 


The question was put, and the resolutions were 
unanimously agreed to. 


The Senate accordingly adjourned. . 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, -4pril 8, 1844. 


The Journal having been read, 
Mr. WELLER said: Mr. Speaker, Death has 


again been amongst us. Another of our asso- 
ciates has been taken from this Hall, and trans- 
ferred to another, and, I trust,a better world—to 
a **house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens.’’ My colleague—Hon. Heman Attey 
Moore—who, but a few days since, stood upon 
this floor, as one of the proud Representatives of 
a great and powerful State, now sleeps in the si- 
lent tomb; his spirit rests in the hands of the 
Creator. He died at his residence (Columbus, 
Ohio) on Wednesday morning, the 3d instant. 

General Moore came here at the commence- 
ment of the present session, oe in good 
health; but after a few weeks’ labor in this Hall, 
he was stricken by a disease which, although 
sometimes slow in its progress, never fails in the 
end to baffle the skill of the most successful phy- 
sician. Consumption had fastened its fangs upon 
his vitals, and, in a few short months of suffer- 
ing, closed his career. He left this city for his 
family, with forebodings that his days were few, 
and that he would not live to return to his post. 
Notwithstanding his debility, it will be remem- 
bered that on the day preceding his departure, he 
was upon this floor, warmly and zealously ad- 
vocating and carrying through a bill in which a 
portion of his immediate constituents felt a deep 
solicitude. It was the last act of his political 
life. 

The deceased was a native of Vermont, where 
he received a liberal education; he studied law in 
Rochester, New York; and after completing his 
professional studies, and forming a matrimonial 
alliance, emigrated to Columbus, Ohio, where he 
maintained a respectable standing at the bar. At 


| the time of his decease, he was about thirty-four 


years of age. After a residence of only six or 


_ seven years in that State, he was appointed adju- 


tant general; and a year afterwards, at the last 
congressional election, selected as the Represent- 


| ative upon this floor of one of its largest and most 


| 


| respectable districts. 


Notwithstanding he was a 
young man, comparatively a stranger, and with 
no experience whatever in legislation, his stern 
integrity, his strict morality, his useful talents, 
and his unflagging perseverance, gave undoubted 
assurance that in his hands the interests of the 
people would never be compromitted. I need 
scaroéfy say to those who witnessed his brief 
prenialits that his confidence was 


1944. 
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‘Itis perhaps difficult to engage actively, forany | 
th of time, in the exciting scenes of party | 
strife; without incurring the enmity of those || 
whose interests, opinions, or feelings, may be | 
counter to ours. Political differences too often 
affect our private relations, and convert into ene- 
mies those who, under other circumstances, 
would have been bound together by the strongest | 
ties of friendship. General Moore, however, had | 
no enemies in this Hall. Open, frank, and inde- | 
ndent in the maintenance of those principles 
which he conscientiously believed were insepa- 
rably connected with the prosperity of the coun- 
try, yet kind, courteous, and conciliatory towards 
those who differed with him, he gave offense to | 
none. Whilst he enjoyed the unlimited confi- 
dence of his political friends, he always retained || 
the respect and esteem of his opponents. | 

[tis some consolation to his friends here to | 
know that he reached home in time to receive the 
kindness and attention of his family in the * hour | 
and article of death.’”?” He died not amongst 
strangers, and in a strange land, far from his home 
and kindred; but in the bosom of his family, and 
surrounded by a generous constituency who had 
honored him with their confidence, and whose 
regard he so richly merited. An amiable and 
devoted wife hung over his bed of suffering, and 
smoothed the pillow of death. No condolence | 
of ours, however sincerely offered—no tears of | 
sympathy, be they ever so profusely shed, can 
heal the agonized heart of the bereaved widow. 
To her the loss is irreparable. He upon whom | 
she had placed her hopes of happiness in domes- 
tic life—he, around whom all the warm affections 
of her heart had been gathered, and whom she | 
loved with all the enthusiasm and devotion of her 
sex—the father and protector of her three help- 
less children—has been torn from her bosom | 
forever. ‘The heart that once beatin unison with || 
hers has ceased to pulsate forever. The eye of || 
affection which once carried joy and gladness to | 
her soul, has been closed by the cold hand of | 
death. ‘The partner of her pleasures and pains— 
the idol of her heart, has gone to that land where 
“sin and sorrow are known no more’’—** where 
the wicked cease from troubling, and the weary 
areat rest.” That God ‘* who tempers the wind 
to the shorn lamb’? can alone console and sustain 
her under this afilicting dispensation. May we 
not also hope that he who has promised to be a 
“father to the fatherless’’ will watch over and 
protect the helpless orphans left to mourn the 
loss of an earthly parent? 

Day after day are we admonished of the cer- 
tainty of death and the uncertainty of the time 
thereof. How often has the truth been forced 
upon our minds by impressive lessons, ** that in 
the midst of life we are in death?’’ To-day the 
politician stands in this Hall the proud Repre- 
sentative of a free people, commanding by his 
genius our respect, and engaging our attention; 
to-morrow comes a withering frost, and those 
lips of eloquence which could once arose the soul 
to all the sublime feelings of patriotism and valor, 
become motionless and silent, to be heard no more. 
“The grass withereth and the flower fadeth.”’ 
But a few days since my deceased friend and col- 
league sat by my side watching over the inter- 
ests of his constituents with a zeal that never || 


tired, a vigilance that never flagged; to-day he | 
| 


} 





sleeps in the silent grave; his voice has been 
hushed, and will no more be heard in this Hall. 
This seat, which once knew him, will know him || 
no more forever. He had but just commenced || 
his career upon the busy theater of life. Hon- | 
ored with a seat in the national councils, happy | 
in his domestic relations, surrounded by kind and | 
devoted friends, looking forward with high hopes | 
of future honors and usefulness, he has been cut | 
down in the morning of life by the unsparing | 
hand of death. ‘* Life’s fitful fever is over,’’ and | 
no man shall see him more. Oh! “ whatshadows | 
we are, what shadows we pursue.’’ Should not || 
the number of our associates who have been || 
stricken down from our side within the last few | 
months, admonish us of the littleness of our con- 
troversies here, the uncertainty of our sojourn on || 
earth, and the necessity for being prepared to take || 
our departure to that ‘‘ bourn whence no trav- |! 
eler returns??? Let us be ready; for ‘‘ no one | 
knoweth the day nor the hour when the Son of 
Man cometh.” 


As a tribute of respect to the memory of our 








| Tennessee river, of $56,769 333’? and I find this remark 
| ascribed to me: ‘* Mr. Thompson said he would not vote 


| such remark; nor did [ say a word on the amendment, 


| vocating the amendment. In an early part of the debate, 


| ment, transmitting, in compliance with a resolu- 
| tion of the Senate of the 3d instant, a report made | 


on the table, and fifteen hundred copies in addi- 
| tion to the usual quantity, ordered to be printed. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 











deceased friend and late associate, I offer the fol- 
lowing resolutions, and ask their adoption: 
Resolved, That this House has heard, with the liveliest 


' sensibility, the annunciation of the death of Hon. HemMan | 


ALLEN Moors, late a member from the State of Ohio. 
Resolved, That this House tenders to the family and re- 
latives of the deceased the expression of its sympathy on 
this afflicting event; and, as a testimony of respect for the 
memory of the deceased, the members and officers will 
wear the usual badge of mourning for thirty days. | 
Resolved, ‘That, as a further testimony of respect, this 
House will now adjourn. 


The resolutions were unanimously adopted. | 
The House adjourned. 


ee 


Hlovse or REPRESENTATIVES, -4pril 8, 1844, 
GENTLEMEN: In the report of the proceedings of the 
House on the bill making appropriations for western wa- 
ters, of Saturday last, Mr. Blackwell moved an amend- 
ment “ for the continuation of the improvements on the 


for the amendment, because he was not disposed to jeo- 
pard the passage of the bill.”? This is a mistake ; I made no 


though I endeavored to get the floor for the purpose of ad- 


I had remarked that if the friends of the western waters 
adhered to the proposition to expend $100,000 on the upper 


| Ohio, there were at least one hundred streams in the United 


States equal to that in commercial importance; and it 
would be right, if a distribution of the Treasury was to be 
made, that each section of the Union should obtain its ap- 
propriate share. For this reason U favored the amendment, 
jutending to vote against the bill. For the safety of com- | 
merce, and the preservation of human life, Congress might 
undertake to remove the obstacles which endanger both in 
the great natural thoroughfares of trade between the States, | 
on the principle that light-houses are built on the coast, 
and steamboats are inspected, under the authority of the 
United States. Yet it is a very different thing to make | 
channels for commerce, by digging canals, or by confining 
the water in a narrow compass, as is the attempt on the 
upper Ohio. The first is general in its very nature—the 
other is local. ‘ | 

I hope, therefore, you will eorrect this report in your 
next paper. | 

Very respectfully, J.THOMPSON. | 
Messrs. Buairn & Rives. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, 4pril 9, 1844, 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a communication from the War Depart- 


to the topographical bureau by Captain George | 


| Hughes, in relation to the working of copper ore; 
| which, on motion of Mr. Porter, was ordered 


to lie on the table. 
Also, the annual report of the Secretary of the | 
Treasury, containing statements of the commerce 
and navigation of the United States; which, on | 
motion of Mr. Huntineron, was ordered to lie 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. HANNEGAN presented a memorial nu- | 
merously signed by citizens of Indiana, asking a | 
grant of land to complete the Wabash and Erie 


_canal to the Ohio river; which was ordered toJie | 


on the table. 

Also, a petition of the citizens of the counties 
of Park and Fountain, Indiana, praying for a 
mail route from Rockville tc Annapolis, Sylva- | 


nia, Merryville, and Cooper’s Mill, to Coving- || 


ton; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CLAYTON presented two memorials, 
signed by four hundred citizens of New Castle 
county,gn the State of Delaware, without dis- 
tinction of party, remonstrating against any mod- | 
ification of the existing tariff; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Also, a memorial signed by William Stephens 
and other citizens of the State of Delaware, re- | 


monstrating against the remission of duty on rail- || 


road iron; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. PEARCE presented a petition from the 
children and heirs-at-law of James Maglenen, | 
praying for compensation for a horse lost in the | 
service of the United during the late war; which | 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Also, resolutions adopted by the Legislature 
of Maryland, requesting the Senators and Repre- | 
sentatives from that State to use their influence | 
to procure the passage of alaw making the neces- 
sary appropriation to remove certain sand-bars | 
at the mouth of the Susquehanna river, obstruct- 
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| ing the passage of vessels of large burden to the 


port of Havre de Grace; which was referred to 
the Committge on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial from 
William D. Ross, praying the remission of cer- 
tain duties on scrap iron imported into the State 
of New York from Canada; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Also, a memorial from the officers of the Ma- 
rine Insurance Company of New York, asking 
Congress to take measures for the effectual de- 
fense of the Gulf of Mexico. The memorialists 
go into considerable details with reference to the 
measures which ought to be adopted for that pur- 
pose, and suggest the construction of a railroad 
from the naval depot at Pensacola to the interior 
of the country; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Also, a petition from a large number of mer- 
chants of New York, among which were the 
‘names of many heavy business houses of that 

city, praying for the passage of a law establishing 
the warehousing system; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial signed 
by citizens of the township of Warwick, in the 
county of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, setting forth 
the advantages of the tariff law of 1842, and pro- 
testing against the passage of the bill reported 
into the other House by the Committee of Ways 
and Means; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 

Also, five memorials from different parts of 
Pennsylvania, asking Congress to let the exist- 
ing tariff continue in existence until it be proved 
by ascertained facts that a change of its provi- 
sions was necessary; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Also, a memorial from George McElroy and 
others, highly respectable citizens of the town- 
ship of Ephrata and county of Lancaster, Penn- 
sylvania, acting as a committee in behalf of a 
public meeting. ‘They state that in the autumn 
of 1777, after the battle of Brandywine, five hun- 
dred soldiers were brought from the American 
army, some of them wounded, and others suffer- 
ing with the camp fever, and placed in a hospital 
provided for them by the charity and patriotism 
of the religious society of Seventh Day Baptists, 
which then had alarge establishment at Ephrata. 
That afterwards, two hundred of them died, and 
were buried on the summit of a hill called Mount 
Zion, about one hundred feetin height, and com- 

'manding a rich and picturesque view of the sur- 
rounding country. The spot has since been neg- 
lected, and is now overgrown with thorns and 
brambles. 

Mr. B. said the citizens in the vicinity of Ephra- 
| ta, considering it wrong that the remains of 

two hundred of the benefactors of their country 

should be permitted to lie there neglected, and 

almost unknown, have been exerting themselves 

to erect a monument to their memory; and they 

now ask Congress to aid them in this pious and 

patriotic attempt, by granting them an appropri- 
ation for the purpose. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

Mr. SEVIER presented papers relative to the 
| claim of the late Colonel D. Brearley; which were 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. ATKINSON presented a petition from 
certain residents of the land districts of Fayette 
and Palmyra, asking that the land offices there 
may be consolidated and located in some central 
point in a new district,and recommending Bloom- 
ington, in Macon county, Missouri, as a proper 
location; which was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. FULTON presented a petition from citi- 
zens of the State of Arkansas, praying for the 
| establishment of a mail route from Little Rock, 
/south side of Arkansas river, to Fort Smith; 

which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
| Office and Post Roads. 

| Mr.BERRIEN presented a petition from James 

| D. Mason and others, praying permission to re- 
ister a vessel of foreign construction purchased 

c them, and refitted in the United States; which 











|| was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
‘| Mr. EVANS presented a petition from David 


| Bronson and others, citizens of the State of Maine, 
praying that no change may be made at the pres- 
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ent session in the existing tariff; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

Also, a memorial from Francis OJ. Smith, of 
Maine, praying Congress to subscribe to the pub- 
lication of a digest of selected reports of commit- 
tees of the Senate and House of Representatives 
on public measures and 








= the part of the Senate. 
7. On motion of Mr. McDUFFIE, it was 


* Ordered, That the petition and papers of William W. 
ee Williams, relating to a revolutionary claim, be taken from 
+. the files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee on 
fF Revolutionary Claims. 
ts Mr. HUNTINGTON presented a memorial 
i very numerously signed by citizens of Hartford, 
€ . . . : ° 
; Connecticut, against the passage of the bill re- 
f sorted in the House, or any other bill, for the 
. I y , 


alteration or modification of the tariff act of 1842; 

4 which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

‘ Also, two memorials from citizens of Windsor, 

| Connecticut, praying for the reduction of the rates 
of postage, and the abolition of the franking priv- 
gt ilege; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

is Mr. UPHAM presented a memorial signed by 

ae inhabitants of the town of Wethersfield, Vermont, 

setting forth the advantages of the tariff of 1842; 

*s that it had raised the price of labor and surplus 

. provisions, and protesting against any modifica- 

{ tion of it; protesting against the annexation of 

; Texas, and expressing the opinion that it cannot 

is take place without an infraction of the Constitu- 

iz tion; and that, if it could, such annexation would 
if be dangerous to the perpetuity of the Union. 
Also, praying that no measure be adopted touch- 

ing the occupation of Oregon, until the matter had 

been submitted to negotiation; which was referred 

to the Committee on Finance and Foreign Rela- 

! tions. 

a Also, two memorials from the towns of Bethel 
and Berlin, in the State of Vermont, against any 
alteration in the present tariff; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

ik Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented a memorial 

‘2 from citizens of Marietta and its vicinity, State 
if of Ohio, representing that they had recently 
‘a learned, with mingled surprise, amazement, and 
is alarm, that the project is seriously entertained by 
the Executive of annexing, by treaty, Texas to 
the United States, and remonstrate and protest 
a against the measure, believing, as they most 
a firmly do, that it involves in its consequences not 
only the happiness and safety of the country, but 
the integrity and perpetuity of the Union itself. 

Mr. W. remarked that he had, no doubt, been 
honored with the duty of presenting this memo- | 
rial, not from a want of respect by the memorial- 
ists for the Senators from Ohio, but because 
Marietta was the home of his childhood. He 
remarked that these 
scendants of those revolutionary patriots who 
made the first settlement in Ohio; and that they 
had a peculiar right to speak upon this subject. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. WALKER presented a petition from citi- 
zens of Syracuse, New York, for the reannexa- 
tion of Texas to the United States. They repre- 
’ z= sent that the people of the Republic of Texas, 

: having long since evinced an ardent desire to be 


hc AS hg NOIR 


pane a 


eee attached to some other Government, and recently, 
ee through a legalized delegated power, made over- 
a tures to our Chief Magistrate, by way of treaty, 
a to be annexed to the United States, presents a 
i question to the American people of great magni- 
a tude and exciting interest. The acquisition of 
‘ 4 ‘Texas would extend our tegritory over a country 
ee rich in the growth of cotton and the culture of 


silk, peopled with inhabitants congenial with our 
views, and furnish the most natural boundary of 
the United States. It would grektly extend our 
- ; commercial relations and facilitate the advantages 
iz of more effectually protecting our southern and 
ee western frontiers in case of foreign invasion, and 
i. be a ready instrument in the hands of Providence 
s to allay that incendiary and disorganizing spirit 
engendered by political abolitionists. Your peti- 
tioners would further represent, that past experi- 
ence repels the argument that the accumulation 
of territory will endanger the perpetuity of the 
Government. Therefore, with a view of inter- 
cepting any despotic or foreign influence from con- 


dite hintintienimnaiintientaiecel. enema meee 


it 
as 


»rivate claims; which | 


memorialists were the de- || 


trolling the future advancement of that Republic, | 
and destroying our manufactures, and impover- | 
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ishing our revenue by importing goods into that 
country to be used in the United States at a nom- 
| inal duty, and from exporting cotton from Texas 
|| to England duty free, at the same time imposing 
|| aduty of twenty-five per cent. upon cotton at the 


'| South, would most imperatively urge the grow- 





many, «and the permanent well-being of all; which 
was read, and referred to the Committee on For- 
eign Relations. 

Mr. HUGER presented a petition from Mar- 
tha Philips, (widow of Eleazer Philips,) of Christ 


Church parish, South Carolina, for a pension; || 


which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. BAGBY, from the Committee on Territo- 


ries, reported back, without amendment, and 
with arecommendation that they do pass, House 
bills of the following titles: 

A bill granting to the county of Dubuque cer- 
tain lots of ground in the town of Dubuque; 

A bill to authorize the selection of certain 
school lands in the Territories of Florida, lowa, 
and Wisconsin; 

A bill to confirm certain entries of land in the 
St. Augustine land district, in the Territory of 
Florida, made under the preémption law of the 
22d June, 1838; 

A bill to authorize the Legislatures of the sev- 


i 
| 
} 
j 


eral Territories to regulate the apportionment of | 


| representation, and for other purposes; and 


A bill to confirm to the city of Fernandina, in | 
the Florida, certain lots reserved for public use | 


by the Spanish Government. 
| On motion of Mr. BAGBY, the Committee on 


| Territories was discharged from the further con- | 
| sideration of the bill from the House to amend | 
| the act to provide for the armed occupation and | 


settlement of the unsettled part of the peninsula 
of Florida, and it was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. PEARCE, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Rob- 
ert Barclay, of Missouri; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported back without amendment, and with a 
recommendation that they do pass, the bills from 
| the House for the relief of Isaac Justice and Sarah 

Blackemore. 
He also reported back, with an amendment, 
and recommendation that it do pass, the House 
| bill for the relief of William Glover. 


House bill for the relief of Abigail Gibson, ac- 


companied by a report; which was ordered to be 
printed. 


He also, from the same committee, made ad- 


, Verse reports, which were ordered to be printed, | 


on the following House bills: 
| A bill for the relief of Henry Freeman; 

A bill for the relief of Simeon Caswell; 

A bill for the relief of John Farnham; 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Hutchinson; 

A bill for the relief of John P. Schuyler; 

A bill granting a pension to Richard Elliott; 
and 

A bill for the relief of Major ‘Thomas Harri- 
son. 

Mr. B. also made adverse reports, which were 
ordered to be printed, on the following cases: 
The claim of Esther Turner nent the 
widow of Normand Burroughs, to be allowed a 


| 
| 
| 
' 


pension; of Daniel Bowen, for arrears of pension; | 


of Lydia Rundlet, the widow of Nathaniel Rund- 
let, for an increase and arrears of pension; of Eb- 
enezer Suran, for a pension; of Nancy Parker, 
the heir of Timothy Parker, for compensation 
for his services and sacrifices while an officer in 
the naval service during the revolutionary war; 
of John Becraft, for a pension; of James Bunker, 
for increase and arrears of pension; and of John 
, Martin, for arrears of pension. 

Mr. ATHERTON, from the Committee on 
| Pensions, reported back, without amendment, 
| and with a recommendation that it do pass, the 
| billfrom the House granting a pension to Barthol- 
| omew Meguire. 


| On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the Com- | 


| mittee on Commerce was discharged from the 
| further consideration of the resolutions of the Le- 





ing necessity of the annexation of that territory || Key West, in the Territor 
was referred to the Committee on the Library on | to this Government, as a paramount interest of || 


He also reported back, with an amendment, | 
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gislature of Maine on the subject of the British 
colonial trade; and they were referred to the Co 
mittee on Foreign Relations. = 

Mr. H. also reported back, from the Commit. 
tee on Commerce, with an amendment, the bill ; 

rovide for the erection of a marine hospital - 

of Florida. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, the Committee on 
| Indian Affairs was discharged from the further 
|| consideration of the claim of James Ervine fo, 
|, compensation for losses under a contract for ro. 
| movingand subsisting Indians; and the petitioner 
was granted leave to withdraw his petition, 

Several adverse reports from the Committee on 
_ Private Claims were taken up, and concurred ip 
|| by the Senate. 


{| THE TARIFF—THE COMPROMISE act, 


| On motion of Mr. CHOATE, the previous or. 
ders of the day were postponed, and the Senate 
| resumed the consideration of the resolution of 
| the Committee on Finance for the indefinite post- 
| pooner of the bill introduced by Mr. Me. 
| Durrie for reducing the rates of duties under the 
| present tariff to the standard of the compromise 
| act. 
| Mr. BERRIEN said he availed himself of the 
' courtesy of the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr, 
_ Cuoare] to submit, as well as his indisposition 
| would permit, the views which he entertained 
_ upon the subject now under consideration, as cir- 
cumstances would prevent him from doing 80 at 
a later period of this debate. He had not been 
disposed to intrude himself upon the notice of the 
Senate since they had met together, nor to oc- 
cupy more of its time than was necessary in the 
| fulfillment of those obligations which had been 
| imposed upon him in the discharge of his duties 
_as the organ of one of its most important stand- 
ing committees. He entertained the same feeling 
now, and if he deviated from it on this occasion, 
|| he was induced to do so from two considerations, 
| The first was, in relation to the constitutional 
power of the Senate entertaining the bill presented 
by the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Me- 
Dorrie,] and especially in allowing discussion 
upon its merits pending the question of jurisdic- 
tion; for he believed that to assume the right to 
entertain the bill would be assuming a power 
which the Constitution did not confer upon the 
Senate. He expressed this opinion with perfect 
respect to those who differed from him; but at 
‘| the same time, with a sincere conviction, upon 
his own part, of its truth. But he had another 
motive for troubling the Senate with the remarks 
which he proposed to offer on this occasion. This 
debate, however unauthorized in its inception, 
| had in its progress imposed a responsibility upon 
those who had not participated in it, or in the 
|| opinions which had been submitted. This as- 
|| sumption of responsibility had attracted the atten- 
tion of others; these opinions and these feelings 
| had attracted the attention of their constituents 
| during the protraction of the debate. He spoke 
| particularly of his own constituents, and it was 
|| of them alone that he desired now to speak. They 
1} 


| 


were not contented with the position in which the 
South had been placed during the progress of this 
| debate. He should discharge his - to them, 
|, and forward their wishes as far as his ability 
went. He would be the first to withdraw them 
from that position. 
He had been gratified—as he doubted not every- 
_ body who had heard this debate hadeen—by the 
| talent and research which had been exhibited in 
| its progress. He had been occasionally cheered 
| by the prospect which had been open to view of 
the capabilities of this favored land, and of the 
| capacity of the American people to preserve, with 
' stillincreasing prosperity, the independent station 
| which they hed esanien among nations. He had 
been animated with the hope that no effort, no 
| course of conduct, whatsoever might be the na- 
ture of its origin, could arrest its progress. But, 
from the very inception of this debate, he had 
been impressed with the conviction that it was 
inappropriate, unauthorized, and injurious in its 
tendency. That it was inappropriate, upon & 
| resolution coming from the Committee on Finance, 
| which was the only committee from which it 
could properly emanate, because the right was 
_ assumed for the purpose of ascertaining the char- 
| acter of the bill, and whether it was or was not 
| a bill for raising revenue. He had thought this 
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jebate WAS unauthorized, because the Constitu- | 








ion which gave, also limited the powers of the 


nate; an 
aren wal oseny inhibited to that body. 

Rut especially had he thought this debate was 
injurious in its tendency, as calculated to agitate 
the public mind, by involving the discussion of 
apeculiarly exciting subject, at amomententirely 
ynfitted for such agitation. When he had looked 
o the state of this nation—to its political condi- 
tion—to the condition of its Executive—to the 
jiscordant councils which prevailed in these legis- 
istive chambers; when he had looked especially 
» the condition of the whole American people, 
struggling, at this moment, to relieve themselves 
fom the embarrassments under which they had 
een laboring for years—he could not avoid feel- 
ing, with oe of conviction, that the mo- 
ment for raising a discussion upon this agitating 
subject had been unfortunately chosen. It was 


ynder this conviction that, at an early stage of | 


this debate, he endeavored to arrest its progress, 
and made an effort to call the Senate to the con- 
sideration of its own duties. That effort failed, 
and he acquiesced—not because he believed that 
aprinciple of constitutional law could be so un- 
intelligible as to lose its efficacy; not because he 
believed it to be the duty of the Senate to decide 


d the subject.of debate was a question | 


| right to entertain it. 
| that it was so; because, in the first place, it did 


the questior whether it had a right to do what | 


this bill proposed, before it proceeded to the dis- 
cussion of the subject of the bill—but in defer- 
ence to what seemed to be the general wish of 


the Senate— a wish to concede in courtesy what | 


could not be called a right. 
This debate had proceeded; and the friends and 


opponents of the bill wandering from its provi- | 


sions—the friends and advocates of the existing | 
system of revenue, as well as its opponents, had | 


been heard. In the discussion of this simple 
question, doctrines of political economy had been 
discussed, tables compared, statistics brought for- 
ward; and Senators, who were all equally zeal- 


ous in quest of truth, had arrived at conclusions || 
as utterly opposite as were the points from which | 
If it had been the | 


they took their departure. 
pleasure of the Senate, he should have been in- 
clined to pause here—to postpone this discussion 
for a more appropriate occasion, when the bill 
should come up which awaited the decision of the 
House of Representatives, the initiation of which 
had been assumed in, as it belonged to, that le- 
gislative branch of Congress. 
misunderstood, however, in regard to this sub- 
ject. He did not attach to the provision in the 


Constitution which required that all bills for rais- | 
ing revenue should originate in the House of | 


Representatives, the same importance attached to 
itby other Senators. If we were now discussing 
the principles of the Constitution, instead of in- 
quirmg what were the powers of the Senate, he 
would not hold the doctrine that such an inhibi- 
tion was suited to the genius of our institutions. 
He did not believe an 


which was to be traced its introduction into our 
Constitution. 

He did not perceive that there was any propri- 
ety in the limitation which was imposed upon the 
Senate by the restrictions of the Constitution. It 
was common to speak of members of the other 
House as the Representatives of the people, and 


to the relation between its members and their con- 
sutuents. He believed that a Senator of the Uni- 
ted States was as much a representative of the 
people as a member of the other branch of the na- 
tional Legislature. He believed that the people 
were represented in this body by the States, and 
in the other branch of Congress by the districts; 
but in each case it was the same’people who were 
represented. It was not, however, from this equal- 
ity of representation that he opposed the initia- 
tion of the bill now the subject of discussion. It 
was because the restriction was plainly written 
Upon the face of the Constitution; and, however 
important might be the discussion of the merits 
of this bill, there stood in advance of it a question 
far more important; which was, whether the Sen- 


ate of the United States would confine its legisla- | 
ion within the limits of the Constitution, or usurp | 


® power which the Constitution had not conferred 
Upon it? 


He would not be | 


analogy existed between || 
these institutions and those of England, from | 


Entertaining these opinions, not only upon the || wou 
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ld enter as freely into the resistance of this 


question itself, but upon its comparative import- || oppression and injustice as the Senator from South 


ance, he desired to state, as briefly as possible, | Carolina. 


the question involved in the inquiry, whether the 
Senate had the constitutional power to entertain 
this bill—to originate the bill which was now under 
discussion? He did not refer Senators to that 
particular clause in the Constitution, because it 
was perfectly well known to all present. It was 
simply, that— 

* All bills for raising revenue shall originate in the House 
of Representatives ; but the Senate may propose or concur 
in amendmetts, as in cases of other bills.’ 

Now, here was a bill which was for raising 
revenue. He spoke of it in these general terms. 
The question involved was, what was a bill for 
raising revenue? The Senator from South Car- 
olina (Mr. McDurrie] said, if it were, in any 
article, essentially such a bill, the Senate had no 
But he [Mr. McD.} denied 


not propose to raise revenue by the imposition of 


| new or increased duties, but to reduce taxation 


by the reduction of duties. Mr. B. maintained 
that this distinction was more specious than solid, 


| inasmuch as the bill proposed a repeal of one 


kind of duty, and prescribed that of another. 
Mr. B. proceeded to show that the bill would, 
necessarily, in its progress, have to be so amended 
as to impose a different rate of duty, and there- 
fore would be a bill for raising revenue. He next 
examined the argument that the object being to 
reduce duties, not to increase them, the bill could 


not be within the terms of the inhibition in the | 


_ Constitution; and he referred to the journal of 


the debates of the convention which framed the 
Constitution, to show that the object of the in- 
hibition, with regard to the Senate, was to pre- 


| vent the Senate from originating bills for raising 


or appropriating money for revenue—a power 


| that was reserved for the House of Representa- 


|, tives. He quoted several motions of amendment 


| 





|, impracticability. 


in the debates of the convention, to show that 
such bills were always spoken of as money bills, 


| including all revenue bills, the object of which 
| was to raise money by taxation for revenue. 


Hence, he argued that there was no constitutional 
authority for the origination of this bill in the 
Senate. But, admonished that this question had 
been waived, and that a disposition had been 
manifested to discuss in full the tariff policy, he 


| would no longer urge his opposition to this de- 
| bate; and as it had gone on, and would go on, 


he wished to express his views on the general 
subject. 


e objected to the ad valorem principle of the 


bill on the ground of its impracticability, and of | 
the impossibility of getting any majority in Con- | 
| gress to substitute that principle for the principle 


of discrimination. He appealed to the sefitiments 


| of the Senator from South Carolina himself, in 


favor of discrimination, to show that this bill 
could not come to any practical result, since even 
its own friends would not support its principle; 
and that, ‘therefore, it ought not to occupy the 
time of a legislative body, in view of its utter 
It would not do to say that it 
was a mere title or text to give occasion for dis- 
cussion and the propagation of principles of po- 
litical economy; for, he apprehended, the constit- 


|| uents of gentlemen would tell them that their 
of this as the representatives of fhe States; but | 


he apprehended that this was in reference rather || 
to the equality of representation in this body than | 


representatives were elected for purposes of legis- 
lation, and not for the purpose of indoctrinating 
the people with speculative principles of political 
economy. 

He objected to the discussion of the question, 
as tending to produce a state of agitation in the 
public mind which might lead to discords as fear- 


| ful and threatening as those which disturbed the 


harmony of the whole Union a few years ago. 
He depicted the state of excitement which then 


| prevailed, and asserted that the least indiscretion 


ii 
| 


on the part of either party would have caused 
rivers of fraternal blood to flow. That evil was 
happily averted; and he prayed that no event 
should ever occur again which would revive such 
a tendency; therefore, he deprecated the agitation 
of the same disturbing question now. 

He acknowledged that there was a limit to the 


upon to pay to the laws. And if he could believe 
that there was that degree of oppression and in- 
justice exercised by this Government which 
would warrant the withholding of submission, he 


| degree of submission which the people are called | 


But he required some conviction— 
something beyond the mere assertion that this 
state of oppression actually existed, before he 
could even approve of agitating the subject. Now 
| with regard to the tariff of 1842, it did not appear 
to him that this proof had been given. If it be 
true that the consumers pay the duty on imports, 
it was not true that the South paid all the daty 
on the imports of the United States; for the con- 
sumers of the East and West paid their propor- 
tion; therefore, the pressure was equal all over 
the Union. Yet there was no complaint from any 
of those quarters. In the absence of such com- 
plaints, he was not willing to give credence to 

every assertion made in debate, of the suffering 
of the country, or any particular section. The 
way to judge the question, in the absence of all 
complaint, was to institute a comparison between 
the condition of the country before the passage 
of the act of 1842, and the condition of the coun- 
try since its passage. And if it turned out, as he 
contended it had, that the condition of the coun- 
try had been greatly improved, the arguments 
against the act, on the ground of its having pro- 
duced suffering and distress, were at once dis- 
pelled. He then proceeded to show that com- 
merce and business had revived; that the revenue 
had improved; that the credit of the Government 
had been restored; and that the general prosper- 
ity of the country had been promoted. Hence 
he argued that this was a most unpropitious mo- 
ment to arrest all these elements of prosperity, 
by experimenting on the very policy which had 
resulted in such beneficial effects. He asked, was 
this a time, looking to the condition of the ad- 
ministrative power, for disturbing a system of 
policy such as this ? 

| Looking to the feebleness of the Administra- 
tion—an Administration which, in the history of 
this country, had been not inaptly designated a 
parenthesis, the omission of which would not 
injure the sense—an Administration the records 
of whose executive power would be confined to 
the mere phrases of ‘*I nominate A B in the 
room of C D, removed,”’’ all else being a blank— 
looking to the discordant elements which severed 
the legislative powers of the Government—look- 
ing to the foreign relations of the country—no 
prudent statesman would select this as the pro- 
pitious moment to disturb the whole revenue pol- 
lcy—a policy under which, whether it was in con- 
sequence of it or not, both the Government and 
the country were happily prospering. At the eve 
of a great party and political struggle for the ad- 
ministration of the Government, was not the time 
to open up this policy for revision and modifica- 
tion. No modification that could now be made 

_ could be satisfactory to either party. At least, it 
would be buta compromise, and would be con- 
sidered as merely of temporary obligation. It 
could not be expected to endure beyond the next 
session of Congress; for, which ever party may 
succeed, will seek to give full operation to the 
principles sustained and evinced by the will of 
| the people, giving power to the successful party. 
| He pointed out all the advantages of stability, 

and the disadvantages of adopting any modifica- 

tions that neither party when in power, as either 
must be next Congress, would suffer to stand. 

| Mr. B. proceeded to show that there were some 

things urged by the Senator from Missouri (Mr. 

Benton} which exhibited coincidences between 
him and that Senator. He alluded to that Sena- 

tor’s disapproval of the horizontal principle; to 
his admission of the want of jurisdiction in the 

Senate to entertain this bill; and to his concep- 

| tion of the inappropriativeness of the present 
time for expecting any change; but he differed 
| wholly from that Senator as to the usefulness of 
the present discussion. 

| Mr. B. entered into a brief history of the rise 
of the protective policy in this country, with a 
view of showing that the self-interest of the con- 
munity created a feeling favorable to the growth 
of domestic manufactures, and to affording them 

all the protection incidental to the levying of du- 
ties on imports for revenue. Out of this begin- 
ning had grown the patriotic sentiment of building 
| up, by increased protection, a system of home 

| industry and home manufactures capable of ren- 
| dering the country independent of foreign nations 
| for its supplies. 
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ny, in consequence of the tariff act of 1842, had 
sent an agent to the southern States, for the selec- 
tion of a site for an extensive manufacturing es- 
tablishment; and that a contract had been made 
to purchase eight thousand acres on the Savan- 
nah river, at the head of Trotter shoals, at 
$60,000, on which extensive factories are to be 
erected. He also enumerated many manufac- 
turing establishments growing up in South Caro- 
lina, Georgia, Alabama, and Arkansas, with a 
view of showing that the South was already pre- 
paring to compete with New England. And he 
concluded that the northern and eastern States 
would now begin to find that they were no longer 
to monopolize the ** enormous profits’? supposed 
to be yielded by manufactures—that they would 
have to yield some portion of their ** plunder”’ 
to the South, 

The difference between the advocates of pro- 
teetion and their opponents could be reduced to 
very narrow limits. He stated the claim of the 
former to be, to discriminate for the protection of 
domestic industry against the competition of for- 
eign pauper labor. ‘The opponents of protection 
admitted that there might and should be discrim- 
mation; but it should be for revenue. The Sen- 
ator from South Carolina [Mr. McDurrie} would 
discriminate solely for revenue; but the Senator 
from Missouri (Mr. Benron] would discrimin- 
ate for both revenue and protection—the protec- 
tion to be incidental to the revenue. ‘The whole 
thing, then, was a question, not of principle, but 
of degree. Now, he held that if the Senator from 
South Carolina would discriminate before the 
rich and the poor for the protection of the poor, 
it was as much an admission of the power of 
Congress to discriminate for any purpose as for 
the purpose of relieving the poor; and did not 
differ, so far as the question of power was con- 
cerned, from the discrimination for the protection 
of domestic labor against the competition of for- 
eign labor. 


Looking to the future destinies of this country | 


—to its capabilities of maintaining a population 


of fifty million freemen within the term of life of | 


those now living—he asked, could it be that such 
a country and such a people were destined to be 
dependent on the workshops of Europe for the 
supplies of their necessaries ? 

r. B. next examined the arguments urged by 
the Senator from Missouri [Mr. Benton] in favor 
of low duties as being conducive to the prosperity 
of the country. He conceived the argument that, 
as the revenue, which was but $4,500,000 witha 
population of four million, rose from that ratio to 
$16,500,000 of revenue for seven million of peo- 
ple, was fallacious as to the proposition that low 
duties conduced to national prosperity; because 
other circumstances existed to which that effect 
was due. For, he argued that the Senator from 
Missouri had overlooked the fact that this country 
was, in the first epoch he took, in a state of un- 
exampled prosperity, arising out of peculiar cir- 
cumstances. ‘The wars and revolutionary con- 
vulsions of Europe were then all favorable to this 
country, and threw the carrying trade of a large 
portion of the world into our hands. The ten- 
dencies were all to produce that degree of pros- 
perity which was most favorable to enlarged con- 
sumption of imports, and consequently to the 
growth of revenue. The reverse was the fact 
after the late war, and was well calculated to pro- 
duce the very fluctuations pointed out by the 
Senator from Missouri, as characteristic of his 
second epoch. 

With regard to the argument that the present 
tariff policy presses with peculiar severity on the 
South, he considered that a problem yet to be 
solved. He could only appeal to experience for 
a test of the proposition; and when he did so, he 
found that experience assured him that, instead 
of reduced consumption and reduced prices of the 
staple exports of the South, the reverse had taken 
place; and, instead of having to pay higher prices 
for articles of consumption, lower prices prevailed. 
He denied that the doctrine of the increase of 
duties increasing prices was sustained, to the ex- 
tent alleged on the other side, by modern political 
economists of the best reputation. 

He found, on examining those authorities, the 
doctrine maintained that the imposition of duties 
falls not wholly on the consumer, but in part on 
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He quoted, from a Georgia paper, a paragraph 
asserting that an English manufacturing compa- | 





the producer, the intermediate agencies, and the 
consumer. They mention some instances in 
which the duty is wholly borne by one or the | 
other, but they are few and immaterial. Mr. B. | 
gave, as an instance of the effect of duties, some | 
details relative to the trade in rice between Geor- || 
giaand England. If a barrel of rice be sent in || 
the rough state to England, the duty there will || 
amount to about sixteen or seventeen shillings; || 
but if sent in a prepared (cleaned) form, the duty || 
will be thirty-two shillings—the difference being || 
a protection to the cleaning mills of Liverpool. 

He argued that this was an article in which the 

producer paid the whole duty, as it made no dif- || 

ference to the consumer in consequence of rice | 
from other nations being admitted, contrary to the || 
reciprocity treaty with us, at much lower duties. | 
Mr. B, next proceeded to discuss the doctrine |} 

of free trade, with a view of showing that it || 
| never could be established by Great Britain, and | 
therefore never could be enjoyed by this country i 
upon any fair terms of reciprocity. He then ad- | 
verted to the arguments maintained here in favor || 
of free trade. 

Mr. McDUFFIE rose to inquire if the Senator || 
meant to say that any member of the Senate had, 
in this discussion, advocated the doctrine of free 
| trade in the sense in which he characterized it? 
| Mr. BERRIEN replied that he conceived he | 
| had merely used the term as it was always under- | 
| stood by those who advocated Jow duties. 

Mr. McDUFFIE again inquired if the Senator 
asserted that any member of the Senate had used 
_ the term in the sense he attributed to it? 
| Mr. BERRIEN replied that he used the term 
as it was understood by the whole country, when || 
it is brought forward as an argument against an | 
opposite system. " \| 

Mr. B. next referred to a work he had lately || 
|| seen, to show the sort of free trade exercised by || 
|| Great Britain. He then reverted to the question || 
|| of a modification of the tariff; and reiterated that 
|| he, as a southern man, was opposed to any re- | 
|| vision now, which must, in his judgment, lead to 
nothing but instability; and that if the tariff law 
|| were now modified, in the only way it was pos- 


i 


1} 
| 





sible it could be modified, it would be a change || 
but of brief duration, and would react injuriously | 
on the interests of the South. He had sought | 
|| this opportunity of expressing his views, for the | 
| purpose of showing that there was at least one || 
portion of the South opposed to any modification 
of the tariff at this inauspicious crisis, which || 
| would disturb the interests that had grown up 
under it, or prevent a fair trial of its policy. He | 
| considered it the part of wisdom to wait—to pause | 
for the experience of another year. It was not || 
| the part of wisdom to rush upon a change that || 
could have no stability. i| 
The condition of the country admonished him 
not to interfere with the career of prosperity || 
| which the country now was enjoying. He de- || 
sired to await the decision of the American peo- | 
ple, which would now soon be given. Any re- | 
| vision can then more appropriately be made. 1) 
Mr. COLQUITT desired to be heard upon this || 
question; but in view of the lateness of the hour, 
he presumed it would be agreeable to the Senate 1 
to adjourn, 
The question under discussion was passed over 
informally. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. | 
On motion of Mr. BAYARD, the Senate then 


proceeded to the consideration of executive busi- | 
ness; and after some time spent therein, ad- | 
journed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, April 9, 1844. | 


The Journal of yesterday having been read | 
and approved, 
The SPEAKER announced the first business | 
in order to be the motion to reconsider the vote 
by which the report of the Committee on Public | 
Buildings, on the subject of the Drummond light, | 
was rejected, i| 
Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL rose for the purpose | 
of moving a suspension of the rules, for the pur- 
pose of receiving reports from the committees— 
such as would give rise to no debate—in order | 
that such reports might be disposed of. | 
(| Mr. HALE inquired whether the motion to 
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reconsider was not a privileged question, Which 





a4 
must supersede all other business? ———_ 
The SPEAKER said it was a privilesed ORIN 
tion, which would take precedence over all aun RI 
motions, except a motion to adjourn. He — —=— 
gested to the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. ggrn Cot 
C.J. Incersovy] thatthe reception of reports... ee 
committees would be the next business jn me : 
during the morning hour, after the motion . er On — 
consider was disposed of, unless it should be ~ granted | 
aside by a motion to suspend the rules, for re witht 
purpose of taking up some other business. Mr. 
Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL then withdrew hy qi 4°00 
motion. BR which we 
The motion to reconsider being thus declared printed. 
to be now in order, Mr. 
Mr, LEONARD rose, and explained the rea. an advers 
sons which influenced the committee in makin Mathews 


the report. Great inconvenience was experie wble, # 
from the present mode of lighting the Hall of i Me. DA 


House of Representatives, from the want of merce, Te 
proper ventilation—the smoke from ‘the candleg ee - 
and lamps rendering the air almost wholly unfit for ferre c 
| respiration. ‘The adoption of the plan proposed Mr. . 
by the committee was also advisable on the score to whie | 
of economy. The present mode of lighting cosig improv 
about twenty-five dollars a night; whereas the apr 
mode proposed would not cost beyond four do}. of yet 
lars at furthest; and it would produce:a more per. amen . 
fect and brilliant illumination of the whole build. Mr. 0 
ing. on Publi 
Mr. HOPKINS called for the previous ques. to the ac 
tion; which was seconded, and the main question certain 
was ordered to be now put. August, 
The main question was then put: * Shall the rc : 
vote by which the report was rejected be recon. ihe " 
sidered ?”* and decided in the affirmative. Mr. 
The question then recurred on agreeing to the bil for 
report. which \ 
Mr. VANCE called for the yeas and nays; 7 
| which were ordered; and being taken, resulted— wt: 
yeas 79, nays 83. mene 
So the report was not agreed to. a 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. A bil 
The SPEAKER announced that the next busi- their p 
ness in order was the reception of reports from 184, 
the standing committees. &c., w 
Mr. ELMER, from the Committee on Elec. yt 
tions, submitted a resolution that said commitiee A 
have leave to sit during the sessions of the House, om, © 
Mr. E. said he was directed by a majority of to rel 
the committee to offer this resolution, though one =“ 


or two of the members were opposed to it. He 
thought the resolution necessary to enable them 
to get through the mass of business before the 
committee. 


1826, 
der of 


war, | 








Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, said he had only to Mr 
remark, as a member of the committee, that he ing, 
| would not sit during the sessions of the House, cons! 
He believed that his legislative duties in the Res 
House were of more importance to his constitu- ~ 
ents than any business before the Committe of au 
Elections, and he should remain in the House to M 
attend to them. . follo 
The question was taken on the resolution; and agre 
it was agreed to. Re 
Mr. McKAY, from the Committee of Ways grave 
and Means, to which had been referred the amend- thirty 
ments of the Senate to the bill making appropri- pany 
_ ations for the payment of the revolutionary and on 
other pensioners of the United States, reported NV 
the same back with several amendments; which 
were referred to the Committee of the Whole on e 
the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. au 
Mr. McK., from the same committee, to which oe 
had been referred the amendments of the Senate ; 
to the bill making appropriations for the fortii- tnt 
cations of the United States, reported the same oe 
back to the House, with a recommendation that di 
they be rejected; which.were referred to the Com- M 
| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. “ 
Mr. VANCE, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of Philip Swartsdop; ‘dl 
which was read twice, and referred to a Com- et 
mittee of the Whole House, : a 
Mr. V., from ti same committee, to which é 
had been referred the bill from the Senate for the tat 
relief of Charles Miller, reported the same with- fe 
out amendment. : sid 
Mr. A. JOHNSON, from the same committee, 
made an adverse report on the petition of Joho he 
Monroe, and the petition of Solomon Fitch and a 
others. hh 
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